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some one must suffer, that they begin to 
inquive what was the common under- 
standing between them, too often to find 
that there was no common understand- 
ing at all, bat that ono party meant one 
thing and the other another, 

‘The important rule laid down by tho 
Judgo appears to be that British sub- 
:| jects carrying goods in China, as com- 
mon carriers, are subject to all the liabi- 
lities which the common law or custom 
of England imposes upon common car- 
riers within the realm of England itself, 
That is to say, that auy one professing 
to carry goods for hire, in a goneral way, 
by ship or boat, or in any other way by 
sea or by land, is, in the absence of any 
special contract, to be considered as 
insuring the goods so entrusted, against 
all risks whatsoever except tho act of 
God or the Queen's cnemies. This is 
clear and to the point, and it being so 
laid down, shipowners and others have 
only to frame their contracts so as to 
limit their liability in any degree thoy 
please. It was strongly argued by tho 
Defendants’ Counsel that this extreme 
liability which attaches to common car- 
| riers by the custom of the realm as it is 
called, could not attach beyond therealm; 
but if English Law is to be adminis- 
tered in China, we do not see how any 
other principle could have been laid 
down without leading to inextricable 
confusion. No point in English Law is 
more clearly settled than this, at any 























FHliscellancous Entelligence. 





BIRTHS. 

At Shanghai, on the 2nd March, the wife 
of Ronen Sciteinter, of a son. 

At Macau, on the 21st February, the wife 
of T. Pract, Jn., of a daughter. 

On the 11th Feb., at H. B. M. Consulate 
Tiontsin, the wife of Witutas Hype Lay, 
H. B. M. Acting Consul, of a daughter. 
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tho Chinese plaintiffs themselves, who 


ve heen saddled 


rate where the contract was made in 
England, and if the lex loci contractus 
is to be the criterion, what other law is 
to be binding in China which British 
Courts can recognise? If the carrier's 
liability is to be less, where is the line to 
bedrasn,and how eau he know foreertain 
for what he is liable and for what: not ? 
Bnt the eave qnotod by the learned 
Fudge, where the contract was mado in 


















Genoa, shows that even in the caso of 
carriers ont of England the samo rule 
‘holds. ‘That se of damage to 
cheeses by ring the voyage, 


and the shipowner was held responsible 
‘on the ground that damage by rats was 
not one of the exceptions in tho bill of 
» | Iading, and that he was liable for every- 

‘thing else, whether resulting from ne- 
gligence or not. 

There is one point, however, on which 
we think that Courts in China onght to 
vent than the Courts in E 
ys heen, and that i: 
= to the amonnt of evidence necessary to 
prove notice of limit on the part 
of varrier, vasre especially when 
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printed notice posted up in a booking 

ee, or to have advertised for three 
sina newspaper taken in by the 
intiff, or even tohave putaprinted pa- 
per of terms into hishands at the time of 
consignment if he could uot read. If 
the same strict rule were applied in 
China, it would in mang eases be impos- 
sible to produce sufficient proof. A 
Chinese plainti? would only have to 
take care that he did not say too much, 
urge the Common Law, if the other par- 
ty failed to fix him with notice, and 
case would begained, Even bill of lad- 
ing itself would be small protection, for 
he might say he could not read it’and 
did not kuow whatit meant; and if the 
foreign shipowner went a step farther, 
and hiad bills of Inding in Chinese, he 
might still deny his ability to read aud 
it would be extremely difficult to prove 
it. But the reason of the thing is dif- 
ferent in the two cases. In England, 
every man is taken to know the law, 
and therefore a consignor of goods would 
naturally expect a carrier to carry his 
property in accordance with that law, 
unless the contrary is stated. But the 
Chinese ave not supposed to know Bng- 
lish law, and, priiea facie, there is no 
reason why they should expect a carrier 
to take every risk upon himself. And 
snore than this, what they do know, at 

t those of them who ste conversant 
with shipping basiness, is that from 
first to last English ships have never 
professed to carry goods without limi- 
tation of liability, but always with cer 
tain exceptions, ‘which are nearly the 
same in all cases. ‘Therefore, while in 
England the presumption is always 
against the carrier, in China it ought 
to be the other way, and if'a Chinese 
plaiutif can be shown to be acquainted 
with the usual course of shipping bu: 
ness, and there is nothing in the par 
cular ease to lead him to think other- 
wise, ho may fairly enoagh be consider- 
ed to have had notice at least of the 
exceptions mentioned in every bill of 
lading. A difficulty might perhaps arise 
from the fact that all bills of lad 
but somvexce 
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bly excepted, it might 
be a very pu: question to deter- 
mine whether, under a mate's receipt, 
tho ship should be responsible or not. 
To obviate this, it would be well that 
shipowners printed on their mate's re- 
ceipts the actual exceptions they mean 
to exclude. If this were done, these 
documents, which are undeniably eon- 
venient to both p 8, might be used 
with safety. ‘The ship on the one hand 
would be fully protected in any case, 
aud on the other, if the shipper wished 
to obtain the advantages which the 
possession of a bill of lading gives, he 
would have the remedy in his own 
hands, and would only have to apply to 
the ship’s agents to procaro one. If 
he was content with the mato’s receipt, 
which in most. eases he would be, both 
parties would be satisfied. 

From evidence at the trial, it ap- 
peared that, since the loss of the “ Lis- 
more,” the defendants have inserted 
in their mate's receipts a note to the 
effect that the goods will 1 
rw ; 
is ly 8 wise precaution so far, 
but we do ot think it goes far enough, 











































Other shipowners carrying goods on the 
coast on mate’s receipts would do well 
to follow the example without delay, 
for, the practice having once been be- 
gun, a plausible argument might here- 
after be drawn against them from its 
abseuce. Mates’ receipts are too con- 
venient and commodious on short trips 
to be abolished, the only thing left is 
to make them as free from doubt as 
possible. 





Sunmary of Hews. 


The English mail of the 13th January 


arrived on the 2nd instant, with tele- 
grams to the 14th February. ‘These are 
coiitradictory and bare of information. 
The first, dated February Ist, gives a 
long list of Prussian demands which 
another, of February 7th, deliberately 
contradicts. The Queen’s speech, deli- 
vered at the opening of Parliament, does 
not seem hopeful of peace ; yet it is anti- 
ipated that the clections will give a ma- 
jority in favour of peace. Private tele- 
grams have been received, to the 14th 
February, announcing an extension of the 
armistice, and that the spirit of the elec- 
tions seems to be in favour of the Orleans 
family. In the meantime, Gambetta has 
resigned. We are still without news of 
the Conference on the Black Sea question, 
except that France is not represented at it, 
and that it appears to be indefinitely ad- 
journed. Prince Charles has informed the 
Porte that he does not intend to withdraw 
from the stipulations imposed on Roumania 
by the Treaty of 1856. ‘The steamer Agnes 
was to leave Falmouth on the 14th January, 
with the first section of the telegraph 
cable between Hongkong and Singapore. 

The French mail of Jan. 20th is signalled 
as we go to press. 

‘The chief local event of interest has been 
the destruction of the Lyceum Theatre by 
fire. The alarm was given on Thursday 
ning, barely two hours after the Ama- 
teurs had finished a rehearsal of a piece 
which they were preparing to perform on Fri- 
day next. Several gentlemen in the neigh- 
ourhood at once ran round to try to check 
the flames, pending the arrival of theengines, 
but the inflammable nature of the building 
defeated their efforts, and within an hour 
from the first alarm, the whole was a shect 
of flame. The heat from the burning build- 
ing, which was entirely of wood, was so 
intense that it set fire to a tree some thirty 
yards from the fire, and rendered approach 
within twenty yards almost intolerable. 
It seemed at one time inevitable that the 
whole of Balfour Buildings and Yuen-min- 
Yuen would also be consumed ; but tho 
Fire Brigade succeeded by the most ener- 
getic work in saving them. Further parti- 
culars of the event will be found on an- 
| other page. 

The German Club have most kindly 
| offered the wse of the Concordia theatre, 
| to enable the A.D.C. to carry out their 
| Programme, and the Committee have 
| accepted the offer. The proceeds of the 
{performance will be added to the $1,500 
at present standing to their credit in the 
j Bank, anda meeting of scrip-holders will 
be called, as svon as the accounts can be 























closed, to decide as to the disposal of the 
amount. 

The annual meeting of Shareholders in 
the S.S.N. Company was held on Saturday. 
The accounts seem to show a total nett 
profit of Ts. 510,000 on the steamers’ work- 
ing, besides Tis. 271,000 carried to In- 
surance and Depreciation account, and 
other minor receipts from interest, ba- 
lances, &c. Out of this, Tis. 225,000 
have been paid awayas dividend at the rate 
of 12 percent, Tls. 163,700 have beeninvest- 
ed in the new steamor ‘Hupoh,” and the 
balance is again carried to the Insurance 
account, Tis, 151,600, already standing 
at the credit of Reserve, are also merged 
in this account, which now stands at 
Tis. 505,000. On the basis of this fund, 
ascrip dividend of 20 por cent was issued, 
the value of which is of course contingent 
upon the state of the Insurance Fund. 
‘The usual question was asked, as to the 
amount of the Company’s gross earnings, 
and the usual answer given, that the Di- 
rectors considered it inconsistent with 
the Company’s interests, to give the infor- 
mation. The Directors announced a pro- 
bability of selling the Chihli, and that two 
new steamers had been ordered, Messrs. 
H. H. Warden, Blydenburgh, Dont, For- 
bes and Porter were elected Directors for 
the current year ; and Mr, Rowley Miller 
auditor. 

The shareholders of the Shanghai Tug 
and Lighter Co. held their annual general 
meeting yesterday, and declared a divi- 
dond of 5 per cont on the capital stock, with 
a further bonus of 5 per cont on the busi- 
ness contributed by sharcholders. Messrs. 
F. B. Forbes, John Anderson and E. C. 
Smith were re-elected Directors for the 
current year. 

The members of the Gymnasium held - 
their annual meeting, in that building, last 
night. Mr, Littledale occupied the chair, 
and there were about twenty members pre- 
sent. The accounts of the treasurer, Mr. 
Lessmann, were submitted, and showed a 
total receipt of $2,285, expenditure $1,582, 
leaving d balance of $703. ‘The income was 
derived from subscriptions amounting to 
about $1,200, sums received for the Sports, 
together with balance from Inst year, mak- 
ing up the remainder. The expenditure 
included $600 for repairs to theGymnasium, 
rent Tis. 200, goneral expenses of the 
Sports §250. Mr Maitland moved and Mr. 
‘Tod seconded that the accounts be passed. 
Mr. Pryer proposed and Mr, Miiller second- 
ed the appointment of Messrs. Maitland, 
Bromley, Lessmann, Stave and Lindsley 
as Committee for the year. Considerable 
discussion followed with regard to the time 
and number of athletic meetings, and the 
best way to encourage more general com- 
petition—as by offering challenge cups for 
standard races and also by handicapping. 
Mr. Bromley suggested that one meeting 
only should be held, in Spring, and that 
challenge cups should be offered, to be 
carried off at two successive meotings before 
being won. It was shown by Mr Bishop 
that a decision had been arrived at three 
years ago, to have only one meeting ayear, 
which had been acted upon, and that. last 
year’s Autumn meeting was owing to the 
Spring one not coming 6ff. Mr. Maitland 
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proposed that members should send sug- 
gestions in writing to the Committee, as to 
handicapping and tho institution of chal- 
lenge cups, which the Committee would en- 
deavour to carry ont in accordance with 
any genoral wish, ‘The Spring meeting was 
fixed for the last week in April. Votes of 
thanks wero passed to the retiring Commit- 
teo and to the Chairman, and the meeting 
separated. 

‘The report of the Victoria Fire Insur- 
ance Company, for the ten months ended 
$1st December last, shows a gross receipt 
of $101,969. Out of this $21,000 have been 
paid away as dividend at the rate of 12 per 
cent per annum to Shareholders, § 7,437 
‘as preliminary outlay, and various other 
expenses met, leaving $ 52,800 to be car- 
ried forward. 

‘The meeting of Shareholders in the Chi- 
na Firo Insurance Company was held at 
Hongkong on the 22ndultimo. The Re- 
port which we publish elsewhere, verifies 
the statement of accounts which we gavo 
last week. 

An interesting lecture on the ‘‘ Curiosi- 
ties of Strect Literature in China,” was 
delivered by Mr. Medhurst, on Friday last, 
to a large audience, in the front room 
of the Masonic Hall. The subject, 
which, as thelecturer unfolded it, dis- 
played a wide and interesting field for 
observation and comment, was treated 
lightly and comprehensively, and judi- 
ciously compressed within the time usually 
granted to popular lectures. The “curiosi- 
ties” embraced specimens and translations 
from signboards, advertisements, placards, 
visiting cards, inscriptions on articles of 
dress, in houses, yamuns, temples and on 
tombstones, all designed to illustrate the 
various ways, commercial, social, ethical, 
and aesthetical, in which the Chinese em- 
ploy their much-venerated written char- 
actor, 

Chinese official and religious processions 
are often quaintly interesting, but they can 
seldom boast much beauty. An exception 
to the rule has been a festival called 
Loong-tung (lit. Dragon lanterns) that has 
been lately celebrated at Loong-hwa. 
Starting at 9 p.m., a procession comprising 
many hundreds of men carried long 
strings of lamps, arranged in the form of 
a dragon ; each set following so closely on 
the preceding one, that the whole formed 
‘an apparently continuous stream of light ; 
while the winding of the paths gave, to 
the entire procession, the wavy ‘“Dragon- 
like” appearance that each set endeavoured 
to impart, by artificial motion, to its own 
particular string. The whole procession was 
fully half a mile long, so it may be judged 
that the effect was singularly picturesque. 
Tt is said to have comprised sixty dragons, 
which cost about $20 a night each for 
lamps and the costumes of the bearers. 
‘The expense is borne by the country peo- 
ple, who subscribo either money or mate- 
vial, either dollars or a decade of men with 
ress and lamps complete. ‘The number 
of paper lanterns required has been so 
great that it has actually caused a rise in 
the market price in Shanghai. The head- 
quarters of the procession was at a village 
called Neu-sze-li, about a mile and a half 





From thence it has 
perambulated the country in various diree- 
tions during the past three nights. Mon- 
day night was, we believe, the last of the 
programme. ‘The idea seems to be to propi- 
tinte Joss in tho matter of crops specially, 
and of good luck generally. 

The Gun Club met on Friday, and 
the weather being fine and quiet, had 
some pleasant practice. The birds were 
vigorous, and the shooting in the carly 
part of the evening good. The following 
are the results of the vatious matches :-— 
Sweepstakes, $2 ench, 25 yards, 3 birds, 
7 members, won by Martin, killing all 3. 
Handicap of 5 birds, $3 each, 7 members, 
Beveridge, Martin, Meyer and Twigg ties. 
In shooting off, Beveridge and Martin ticd 
in, and it was ultimately won by Bove- 
ridge. Handicap of 5 birds, $3 each, 9mem- 
bers, won .by Meyer, killing all five. 
Handicap of 5 birds, $3 each, 8 members, 
Beveridge and Martin tied with 3 birds 
each, won by Martin in shooting off 


beyond Loong-hwa. 












Almost for the first time, this year, we 
hear of trouble having occasionally arisen 
between Foreign sportsmen and theChinese, 
about the ownership of gamo killed. Per 
haps troublo is too strong a word, for no 
collision seems to have occurred ; but the 
natives have in soveral instances shown a 
disposition to annex pheasants that have 
fallen near them; and several times 
have objected, and called on their fel- 
lows to unite in a display of resistance, 
when the foreigner has tried to recover his 
game. So thoroughly good fecling has al- 
ways prevailed between sportsmen and the 
country people, that any symptom of dif- 
ference arising, is specially regrettable. 
‘We must say that it scems tous the best 
way would be to mect the Chinamen 
half way, and to give them some birds. 
Those so disposed of would not be 
missed, for a vast number more are brought 
back than are wanted in Shanghai, and 
certainly the men over whose land yon 
shoot are entitled to some cumshaw. In 
one case, a gentleman from whom a couple 
of pheasants had been “bagged,” wisely 
abstaining from trying to recover thom, 
went to the tepao and explained that he 
didn’t care about tho birds, he was only 
shooting for sport, and would give him 
plenty if he would come and ask for them 
but let him tell the people not to tate 
them, because that was annoying. The te- 
pao expressed himself very much ashamed 
of their conduct, did as he was asked, and 
friendly relations were established. 

The P. & O. have shown an appreei 
tion of the change effected by the opening 
of the Suez Canal, by reducing their rates of 
passage ; to commence, so far as Shanghai 
is concerned, with the second steamer in 
March. The new rates to Brindisi will be 
Tis. 325 for first and Tis. 190 for second 
class. To Southampton, Tls. 340 for first 
and Tis. 200 for second class. The rates to 
Suez are £20 less for first and £12 less 
for second class passengers than those to 
Southampton. These rates are exclusive 
of liquors, which passengers will have to 
buy. 

In deference to the general expression 














of opinion, the Council have abandoned 


. The § 
ir behali, to ce 
perty owners who had of 
ted against their action, that the Couneil 
“have uo desire to assume powers not 
delegated to them hy the Land Regulations 
and Rate Payers, or to place themselves 
in an antagonistic position to any one 
tion of the community.” ‘Their action 
of course based on a mi 
tion of Bye Law No. 
very properly retire fr 
tion, now that the error is pointed out. 
Holding, however, that the tax was clearly 
illegal, wwe must say it seems to us that the 
suins collected should be refunded. 

We publish, elswhere, the harbourmaster’s 
report on the Woostng Bar, and a report 
by the Commanders of the several men-of- 
war in harbour, who had been invited to 
verify it. The result is to establish a 
minimum depth of 14 ft. ¢ nd we are 
glad to k that the necessary arranygo- 
ments will be at once maile to mark the 





































channel. 

When the Chinese were deepening the 
way creek, we sugested that attention 
ith advantage to the 


Si 
might also be turned 











bridyes in the neighbourhood, some of which 
are in the last stage of dilapidation. y 
were broken down cither to prevent the 





advance of the Rebels, or else by these to 
protect their retreat, and replaced by 
wooden structures which have now renchot 
the extrome point of shakiness consistent 
with cohesion, The stones of the old 
bridges, in the meantime, are frequently 
lying alongside, needing only to be re- 
hoisted into position. ‘The wisdom of doing 
this soems at last to have ocenrred to the 
mandarins ; for we are glad to see that a 
commencement has been made, at the 
nearest inland from the Chalet, 
creek leading from the Wanspoo to y 
Any one whuhas walked tothe Pagoda lately 
will remember the extreme rickettiness of 
the wooden bridge, and will be thankful. 
The Chine Mail learns that a fortnighlty 
mail service betweon San Francisco and 
Hongkong has been established, and will 
commence during the present month. ‘The 
Arizona from New York ria the Sucz 
Canal, was expected hourly, and would 
take ber place on the fortnightly line, on 
her arrival. 
The L. & C. 
Agues, bolonging to the Tel 
































‘press says the steamer 
ph Construc- 











tion Company, ¢ Falmouth on 
the Lith January for Singapore, rid Suez 
Canal, with the first section—about 
ble to be laid 
from Singapore to H will be 
followed by the Belyi 08 miles, the 
Kangurvo with 582, and the Mina with 
406; total 1632 miles. The question of 
laying a link to Saigon is still undecided, 
owing to the continuance of the In 
all probability the cable to Hongkong will 
be completed early in 3: 












mile. 




















A Volunteer parade, called for Thursday, 





was spoiled by the arrival of the mail at the 
hour which had been fixed for the muster. 
Only some 30 or 40 men turned ont, and 
were put through a short drill on the 
Honan Road Parade Ground. The Artil- 
lery were also practising with their new 
howitzers. 
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We are glad to hear that Mr. Medhurst 
has received his official appointment as 
Consul at Shanghai, in the stead of Mr. 
Winchester, whose oft-reported resignation 
is thus at last placed beyond doubt. 
We need hardly say that the appointment 


will give general satisfaction. It is like- 
ly, we believe, that Mz, Medhurst will 
soon go home on leave of absence, and that 
his post will be temporarily filled by Mr. 
Markham. 

The L. & C, Express notes that, although 
we have now entered upon 1871, the Con- 
sular returns for China, Japan, and the 
Far East, for 1869, are not yet published. 
In the previous year, Sir Rutherford Aleock 
allowed their publication in Shanghai, with- 
out waiting the process of Foreign Ofiice 
routine ; and an offer was made to Mr. 
Wade, this year, to repeat the experiment 
at very slight expense to the Government ; 
tened red-tapeism forebade. The 
Foreign Office would not allow publication 
of documents which had not passed through 
the usual curriculum. 

News has been received by the ‘For- 
mosa” of the arrival of some of the crew 
of the “Don” at Amoy, unhurt, but strip- 
ped of everything, even of their clothes. 
We give further details on another page. 

‘An alarm of fire was raised yesterday 
afternoon, in the China Houses at the 
corner of Honan and Hankow Roads ; it 
turned out, however, to be only the roof of 
ono which had caught, presumably from a 
stove pipe, and was soon put out. 











Wo publish, elsewhere, the judgment of 
the Mixed Court in an action brought by 
Chapman King & Co., as managers of the 
Hongkow Wharf, against one Tucksing, 
as security for a compradore who had de- 
faleated. 

‘Tho Chinese were excessively annoyed at 
tho result of the trial regarding the Lis- 
more’s cargo, and brought to this office, 
the next day, a long commentary on the 
judgment—couched in terms the reverse 
‘of complimentary either to the Judge 
or to the Defendants—which they wish- 
cd inserted in the Chinese paper. We 
declined to gratify the fancy, endeavour- 
ing to explain thatimputations of partiality 
against judges, and of impropriety general- 
ly against merchants were not the class of 
composition in which newspapers indulged ; 
and finally, to make the matter more clear, 
suggested the paper was a libel which would 
probably be punished by a fine of some 
Tis. 2,000. The contributors went away 
in disgust ; and fell back on their own 
familiar way of promulgating their griev- 
ance. Next morning, copies of the docu- 
ment were posted up in various parts of! 
the Settlement—one prominently opposite 
our office door—with the addition of a few 
compliments to ourselves, among which 
was an accusation of having demanded a 
$2,000 bribe to publish it. 

We hear that a meeting has been held 
at H. B. M. Consulate Nixcro, to con- 
sider the need for a church in the Set- 
tlement. A Committee was appointed to 
develope the project and to circulate a 
subscription list. 

We hear it is reported, on pretty good 
authority, that Mr. Erskine, our late Bii- 





nister at Athens, isto fill the post of re- 
sidont Plenipotentiary at Pexixe ; and that 
Mr. Elliott is to be commissioned as special 
enroy, to negociate a revision of the treaty. 

Public opinion in China has insisted 
from the outset that the punishment of the 
‘Treststy mandarins was essential both as 
a measure of justice and as a guarantee 
against the recurrence of outrages similar to 
that of the 21st June. And it was insisted 
that, even by Chinese law, they had i 
curred the penalty of death. Great dis- 
satisfaction therefore was expressed, when 
we learned that a sentence of banishment 
only had been passed upon them, which 
was considered not only inadequate in it- 
self, but for the due execution of which, as 
the Belgian Minister pointed out in his 
despatch, there was no adequate guaranteo. 
A suspicion was expressed, some months 
‘ago, that this apprehension was justified, 
and that the sentence would not be carried 
out. We are now assured that this is actu- 
ally the case, and that tho Prefect and Sub- 
Prefect, instead of going to Manchuria, have 
Deen allowed to return to their homes. 
Comment is supertluous. 

It is also remarkable that Tseng-kwo-fan, 
whom popular rumour lauded, at the time, 
as a leader of the anti-foreign movement, is 
blamed, since his report exculpating the Mis- 
sionaries from the charges of mutilation, 
almost as strongly as he was previously 
praised. Ata recent Civil Service examina- 
tion at Peking, his son was hissed ; and 
it has been with the greatest difficulty that 
his friends have prevented the members 
of the Honan Club, at Poking, from tear- 
ing down complimentary tablets which had 
been erected to him there. 

Ying-kuei, viceroy of Chékiang and Fu- 
kien, and Wang Kai-tai, lieutenant-gover- 
nor of Fukien, report that the biennial tri- 
bute-bearing embassy from Loochoo has 
arrived at Foochow, but only one ship with 
one half of the tribute has turned up as 
yet. Several wei-yuan have been appoint- 
ed to accompany the Loochooans to the ca- 
pital. ‘The whole foreign party, including 
the two ministers, mandarins and sailors, 
numbers one hundred and nineteen. The 
second vessel was driven by a storm into 
Amoy in great distress, but when refitted 
will sail for Foochow. Letters will be ad- 
dressed to the officials on the route from 
Foochow to Peking, requesting that every 
assistance be given to the embassy in mak- 
ing its way to the capital. A second memo- 
rial on the subject is devoted to deprecating 
the Imperial wrath should the Loochooans 
not arrive at Peking in time to be present- 
od on the first day of the new year. Hi- 
therto they have arrived earlier, and there 
was no difficulty. This year accident has 
kept them later, and therefore taking the 
weather and the roads into consideration, 
there is a doubt whether they can reach 
Peking in time.—Peking Gazette. —Cyele. 

Fu-chi, Tartar general in Inner Mongolia, 
reports that the brigands have carried great 
desolation into the country under his juris- 
diction, so that the people have been scat- 
tered, and very many have died of hunger. 
‘The banditti having been put down, notifi- 
cations were issued recalling the people to 
their homes. But now ice and snow prevail, 








cold and hunger are at work, and it is with 
difficult that starvation is kept from the 
door. Supplies of corn flour have been or- 
dered from Urga for division among the 
people at the rate of fifteen catties per man 
er month, from the first day of the eleventh 
totheendof the first month. After that they 
will be left to shift for themselves. A Man- 
chu official by name Ching-pi-lé-to-ur-chi 
has contributed ls. 150 to the fund for the 
distressed, and has also sent in forty head 
of cattle, fifty sheep, one-hundred and eight 
bricks of tea, three-hundred and sixty piculs 
of flour. Marks of Imperial favour are re- 
quested on behalf of this disinterested and 
generous official. —Peking Gazette. —Cycle. 

A meoting of sharcholders in tho China 
Fire Insurance Company was held in 
Hoxoxoxe on tho 22nd Fobruary, A 
nett profit was shown, on the ten months 
ended in December last, of $94,096. Of 
this, $28,600 has been paid away as a 
dividend to shareholders at the rate of 
12 per cont; $5,400 aro writton off to 
preliminary expenses, and $60,000 car- 
ried forward to new account. ‘The Report 
of the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Com- 
pany for tho half year ended in December 
last, shows anett profit of $30,771, to which 
must be added $39,627 brought forward 
from the previous half year, leaving a total 
sum of $70,398 available for distribution, 
Out of this, it is proposed to declare a 
dividend at the rate of 1} per cent for the 
six months, amounting to $15,000, and to 
take sundry other payments, amounting 
to $14,750, leaving a balance of $40,648 to 
be carried forward to new account, The 
anniversary of Washington’s birthday was 
celebrated by a regatta arranged by the 
officers of the U. S. steamer Colorado, ‘The 
Daily Press says—The day’s sports went off 
with great spirit and good humour. In 
the ward-room, a capital luncheon was 
spread, and the officers of the vessel spared 
no trouble in showing the guests every 
courtesy and hospitality. After the races, 
the crews of the winning boats were taken 
into the ward-room, and regaled with ro- 
freshments and with hearty cheers and 
congratulations. The prizes were then 
given on deck to the winners, in the pre- 
sence of the visitors by the Committee, 
‘The samo paper says tho Government str. 
Victoria has at last been disposed of. She 
departed for Canton on Sunday, the crew 
wearing the Customs’ uniform. It is not 
certain how much she was sold for, but 
$35,000 is spoken of. “Tho diplomatic 
negotiations with reference to the salt 
squeezing business are said to be going on 
satisfactorily. 

We have Yoxouaa news to tho 21st 
February.” It was understood that three 
men who had been arrested on the 
charge of attacking Messrs. Dallas and 
Ring were to be beheaded. The col- 
lision which had been spoken of as pro- 
bable between the German and French 
men-of-war had not occurred. Grave com- 
plaints are made of the prevalence of 
rowdyism in the Settlement. Another 
large fire has occurred in Yeddo, destroy- 
ing 300 houses. Smallpox was decreasing. 

We see that a railway is likely soon to 
be made in Srxcarone, to connect tire town 
with the Tanjong Pagar Dock and Wharves, 
by a line of railway along the shore. The 
capital is to consist of $100,000, and was 
nearly all subscribed at the preliminary 














meeting. 
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i are jamoants virtually to creating a colla-! position of the Company stould 
Editorial Selections. feral Tesubsinte »Cstapadg? the Gapital s tecnsellicued? aaaithe eoteas adopted 
to which i ibed by Shareholders seems the best for that purpose. 
a - in the Ste: Comp 
EIB: S:: 8/2. COMPANE, earnings of the latter. 
‘As Talleyrand held that the use of} tion was due, to the Si 
language was to conceal thought, so| the large money accumu! 
tho’ managers of the S. S. N. Com-| aud the question was, what f 
pany seem to regard figures as useful | dividend should take. Hithe! 
to disguise facts, The statement of | dividend or a ci 
accounts laid before the mecting on rally expected, and the proposal 
Saturday last, reminds us very much of | ally made took people by surpr 
achessboard with the game half played. | stock dividend would have been fully 
The value of the picces and the actual | justified by the financial position of the 
stato of the game are appreciable by a} Compar cht 
skilled observer; but to an outsider | been inadyi that has coma 
the board appears bewilderingly con- | ready fully large, and the property fully | adopted in Engh 
fased. A first perusal of tho Report | assessed at Tis. 1,875,000. A larger stated in the Ti: 
leaves the depressing impression that | cash dividend would have been more | 
only Tis. 424,505 have been realis- | cougruous, and the amount would not | perial mandate comes too late to avert 
of during the year; but a careful re-; have been missed from the profuse | the disasters that slauders have caused, 
search into the various accounts dis-| assets. ‘The Directors have, however, ¢ by no means distinctly con- 
closes items which scem to double; adhered firmly to the programme th the popular falsehoods.” This 
this amount. | put forth three years ago—to divide no} point, which seems missed at Peking, is 
paid aw: | nore than 12 per cent until a Reserve | recognized by all the leading journals, 
beon paid for a new steamer, Tis.| Fund had accumulated, sulliciently given the importance that it really 
271,000 have been written off to depre- | large to place the Company above daui-| deserves, It is observablo, too, that no 
cintion and estimated cost of insurance, | ger of opposition. Ont of the whole Tls. | portion of the pecuniary mulet falls on 
and Tis. 199,000 have been carried to | $58,000, therefore, which we estimate | the city where the massacre was per- 
the same fand, as an additional reserve— he | petrated ; aud therefore that the for- 
aggregating Tis. 858,000, besides other | year, ‘Is. 225,000 have been divid- | eigners, if they accept tho proposed 
smaller items, as clear profiton the year’s | ed among the shareholders. Still, the | terms, will in no wise show to the native 
working. A’ shorter way of arriving |“ Reserve Fund” has reached a suilici- | authoritie idence of their exo- 
at the net results of the year's work | ently high figure to en! ion of the crime of June 21st. 
might be to take the net gain on the | holders to some interest in it more Setting these points aside, however, 
steamers at Tls. 510,000, and the amount | gible or more negociable than the pre-| we must cordially agree with the 
written off to Insurance and Depree spirit which actustes the Bishop of 
ation Fund, ‘Is 0, aggreyating | H s letter. He objects to tho 
Tis. 781,000; but to this have to be crip | principle involved, and this is the true 
added interest on accumulations, reco- | ent toj view to take of the matter, The idea 
vered balances &e., which bring the blood money ” is repugnant to the 
total up to our figure. veral yer f civilized men: and the notion 
now, the Directors have declined to give a Belgian Sister of Chari 
tho amount of the Company's gre: and an English 
receipts, and many people th hey | 
are wise. A full statement of accounts | 
is, as avule, very desirable ; still the cir- | 






























TILE EISHOR OF PEKING'S PROTEST. 
Tue letter which the Bishop of Peki 
addressed to Count Roehecho: 
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as the President pointed out, quite dif-! dence the pnblie may place in the| three thingsarediscernible—st, anatro- 
ferent from those, for example, of a strength of the Fund. The money is | cious crime; 2nd, 2 cruel injury inflict. 
Gas or «a Fire Insurance Company. | thus retained in the Comp: ed on sin general, and on 
The argument in favour of the course | for nse in possible e le} the French hole Missionaries in 
adopted, is (hat owners of a Incra-, the shareholders are given a coutin- | particular ; sid, serious damage to alae 
tive monopoly need not call gent and negociable interest in the| able property. Now it is observable 
attention of ‘the world to the | accumulation. Obviously this plin con-| that no desite for vengeance is to be 
of their possession, and encourage! tributes more to the strength of the} traced in the letters or statements of 
competition for their gains. The op- | | the holic Fathers. ‘They have 
posite view is, not only throughout accepted the past_as somo- 
statement is better in pri thing terrible beyoud all: words, but as 
that reticence, by exciting enqu au outrage which was utterly beyond 
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importance should be erected in Tien- 
tsin, the offending city 
permanent witness against the mar 

This demand is dictated by 
ge of the native character, and 
seems to us to be a reasonable and wise 
one. 

What follows with regard to the res- 
toration of the property destroyed, is 
worthy of our best attention. It seems 
that the sum demanded bas appeared 
to many to be exorbitant, but the ex- 
plauation offered by the Bishop is, we 
Conceive, to be accepted in zood faith, 
It seems that now the Catholic Fathers 
ave indeed under a ban from the Go- 
vernment. All that bad been won by 
treaties is virtually lost, and Chri 
tianity is now no longer numbered 
amongst the reliyiones licite of China. 
‘The words of the Bishop are emphatic— 
“ vesting as we do under the ban of tbe 
peuple (who are almost debarred from 
selling anything to us,) it is impossible 
to replace our material losses ex 
double or triple the ordin: 
ly undesirable th 
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be misrepresented, and it is oi 
keeping the three phases of the 
sin outrage very clearly in view, and 
very distinetly “separate, that we can 
hope to do this, M © not now 
xo safe, in the North, as it is the desire 
of the British Legation to make us 
believe. The sta it which was pub- 
lished lately, with regard to Tseng-kwo- 
difficulty with’ the Imperial Go- 
vernment, indicates the direction that 
affairs are taking. The anti-For: 
re now exulting in the belief 
iclory over th enemies bas 
been obtained. ‘The payment of mo- 
ney asily concealed from the 
people, and they will be encourag- 
ed to perpetrate more flagrant and 
bloody out The French repre- 
sentative is uo doubt in a position 
of some difficulty, and allowance must 
be made for a man who bas to act in 
delicale conjuncture; bat his only 
ety, and that of his nationals, lies in 
the maintenance of a bold frout. The 
events in Europe need not influence 
decision ; for whatever happens, 
vance, Lnperial or Republican, can 
urely foree China to do justice. The 
policy to be afterwards pursued in re- 
gard to Missionary enterprise, is a 
question quite apart. In the m 
time, the blood of the Sisters of CI y 
should not be “placed in the scale 
st the weight of silver.” 

















































































A NEW MINIs! 





Iv is stated, on what we belie 
wd authority, that the Briti 

ded on sending out 
a successor to Sir 
Aleoek, to the Court at Pe- 
Of the names spoken of for the 
that of Mr. Ers 
38, is mentioned 
I is also variously 
r the new Minister, or a special 
save powers to take up the 
the revision of the 
attempted by Sir 
at whiel 
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We need hardly say that the ap- 
pointment of a maw of strong com- 
mon sense, who has been brought up 
to diplomacy outside the narrow circle 
of Chinese political intrigue, will be 
received by the British residents in 
China with general satisfaction. It 
has been proved in India, that the 
public interest is best served by a chief 
who can bring to bear on current 
questions an unbiassed judgment, but 
is able at the same time to rely on the 
experience of men intimate with the 
language and character of the natives. 
And the circumstances in China are 
so similar, that we may safely predi- 
cate in favour of the same rule, at 
Peking. It is an unfortunate fact, 
but nevertheless true, that the routine 
of diplomatic w in China has a ua- 
tural tendency to narrow the scope of 
a man’s ideas, and that if to this be 
superadded the system of crammi 

with the language of the capital, which 
is now imposed almost ofa uccessity up- 
on those wishing to rise in the Service, 
the chances of a man escaping the 
ordeal are few. We are not to be 
supposed to deprecate in any sense the 
usefulness of a kuowledge of the Chi- 
uese Ianguage, or to desire to reduce 
the standard required of our interpre- 
ters iu the Consular service ; but at the 
same time we canuot but note the ill 
effect produced ou a pupil by the secla- 
sion of hours per day with a teacher 
whose ideas are limited to the four 
toues, and whois often merely a spy of 
the Chinese on the actions aud opiuions 
of his pupil. Whatever advantage, in a 
more ready access to the Central Go- 
vernment, was gained by the residence 
of the Minister at Peking, appears to 
have been ceunterbalanced by this 
increasing tendency to seclusion. ‘The 
Diplomats have, in fact, become a caste, 
ud have their own ideas of right and 
wrong, expediency or the reverse, ut- 
terly irrespective of those of the out- 
side world. The correspondence which 
passed between Sir Rutherford Alcock 
and the various communities in China, 
was a proof of how great was the 
gulf fixed between the two classes. In 
the Minister's ideas, he was a benign in- 
flaence, placed to guide his erring ua- 
tionals to a sense of their duty ; and ia 
this fanciful character he was at least 
liberal of good (or what seemed to him 
good) advice. The nationals, ou the 
other hand, made their appeals to the 
more practical test of experience, and 
were unwilling to accept with religious 
reverence the ereed, political or com- 
mercial, of a dilletante. It was natural 
that under those circumstance matters 
should come to a dead lock; which 
they accordingly did, when the Minister 
signed a convention founded on the 
Peking idea of abstract right and 
justice. Even, however, though the 
Minister is now at last likely to 
be changed, and new blood to be 
infused into our political relations with 
China, there is danger in the atmosphere 












































fof Peking, where traly it may be 


snid it seems “always afternoon.” The 
new Minister will have to encounter 
prejudices and predilections from those 
to whom he must natarally look 
for support, almost as dangerous as the 
dead dull ‘opposition of the Chinese. 
For Mr. Wale, privately, every one 
entertains respect as a high-minded 











man andanaccomplished scholar; but we 
have had too much experieuce of his 
political views uot to dread his in- 
fiuence upon the new Chief of the 
Embassy. Most of our difficulties of 
late yenrs have ariseu from the reluc- 
tauce of those trusted with the commu- 
nications between the Goveruments to 
split with old frieuds or old ideas; where 
firm insistance would have carried the 
day, soft speeches have beeu the methods 
employed, till, one by one, many issues 
of importance have been yielded up. 
We have little fear of a uew Minister 
yielding immediately to the external in- 
Huences which finally caused the cule 
lapse of Sir Rutherford Alcock’s policy ; 
aud we trast that he may come unem- 
barrassed by many of the restrictions 
which were laid upon the latter from 
Home. It is unlikely that he will accopt 
the services of any one as a go-between 
in his negotiations with the T'sang-li 
Yaméu, or whatever other department 
of the Chinese Government he may have 
occasion todeal with. Thesameinfluence, 
however, thowgh more  circuitously 
brought to bear, will have to be guard- 
ed against, should he wish to avoid the 
mistakes of his predecessor. 





THE RIVER, 
Is again drawing attention to the state 
of tho River, aud the necessity for more 
complete measures to ensure tho con- 
servation of the navigation of the 
port, we rely on the importance of 
the subject, to rebut the charge of 
wearisome repetition. Within the last 
few weeks, the fuct has been sub: 
stantiated of « deepening of the wa 
ter-way ‘over the bar at Woosung, to 
whieh attention was first called’ in 
a report by the Chief Harbour En- 
giveer, published iu the Customs 
Gazette for the second Quarter of « 
1869. It seems at least curious that 
no steps have been taken, hitherto, 
to verily aud enable ships to avail of a 
chauge which would, on more thau one 
occasion, have saved considerable 
delay and expense, to vessels enter- 
ing the port. ‘I'he extra depth now 
to be found on the bar, admituing ves- 
sels of heavy draught at ordinarily high 
tides, is really an important considera- 
tion with vessels trading regularly with 
Shanghai; yet we find that, although 
the chauge was shadowed out in a report 
issued a year and a halfago, the Marine 
Department has all this while allowed 
the idea to remain current that the 
depths at Woosung as registered by 
the signals fom the Harbouv-master’s 
statiou, really represented the depth 
of water on the bar. Take, for one 
moment, the opposite consideration, 
that within the period passed through, 
the bar liad. shallowed to. an equal 
depth ; would this fact havo been also 
allowed to remain dormaut till, as 
in the case of the Lismore, some 
serious foss had occurred through the 
backwardness of the Department in 
elaborating and acting upon informa- 
tion which was really in its possession? 
‘The Marine Department hascollapsed, 
as all such practically irrespousible 
bodies will collapso when removed 
from the immediate pressure of public 
opinion, It was probably known to the 




















officers of that Department, as to the 
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public atlarge, that representations from 
Shanghai were likely to be neglect- 
ed, in Peking. It was likewise known 
that other influences besides the im- 
provement of the harbour weighed at 
the Capital. Setting aside the ciream 
stances of the Marine Department itself, 
we may hazard the assumption that 
the Chinese looked with seeret, though 
probably unmixed satisfaction, at any 
process which would have a tendency 
to injure foreign trade. The formation 
of the Department was all along con- 
demned, not only by this paper but by 
its contemporaries. ‘The present col- 
lapse was in fnct predicted more than 
three years ago, by the Supreme Cnurt 
and Uonsular Gazette, which at the time 
exposed the fallacies of the system 
attempted to be introduced. These re 
marks, however, passed unheeded both 
by Mr. Hart and, what is more remark 
ble, by the Foreign Ministers nt Peking 
who tacitly countenanced tho incon- 
venient scheme, It is, however, per- 
haps fortunate that the Department, 
in place of having been forcibly sup- 
pressed, has been allowed to drop 
to pieces from its own sheer inabi- 
lity. to stand, although at the same 
tiine much damage, both to immediate 
and permanent interests, lias meanwhile 
been effected. No practical man is, we 
opine, at the present moment likely 
to urge the resuscitation of what bas 
proved itself, so far as the interests of 
the portaro concerned, a costly mistake, 
which, under the show of administer- 
ing the Tonnage Dues, bas really be- 
come merely a sponge for their absorp- 
tion. We of course except from our 
romarks tho lighting of the approaches 
to the barbour ; though in this case 
the exception, we believe, goes far 
toprove the rule; the accomplishmentof 
80 much as has been done being really 
due to tie individual energy of the 
officer placed in charge. We have now, 
however, to face, as a fact not to be 
coutroverted, the continued deteriora 
tion of the river and anchorage. Even 
the extra depth of water on the inner 
bar bears evidence of the continual but 
vadual change being effected—the 
direct effect of the growth of the spit 
off Gough Island, which has carried 
through a narrower channel the c 
rent formerly extending over a wider 
surface. ‘The growth of Pootung point, 
the shallowing of the Soochow Creek 
bar, the continual silting along the Poo- 
tang and Hongkew banks are all ob- 
tacles to be overcome only by patient 
and persevering skill. Spasmodie efforts, 
sach as the dredging of a channel here 
and there, or the removul or erection 
of a jetty or breakwater will have, un- 
less cavefully watched, only a tendeney 
to increase deposits ab some other lo- 
cality, Works of this nature can only 
be entrasted to the execution of men 
whose interests are really concerned ; 
and the interests of none are more 
ound up in the conservation of the 
harbour than tho representatives of the 
commerce of the port. 







































THE DURNING OF THE LYCEUM. 

A new bell has been hoisted in the Fire 
‘Tower, vice the first one, cracked; and had 
hardly been fixed before it was called on to 
give the alarm for one of the most dangerous 


fires that has broken out in Shanghai. | 


About 9.30 P.ot. on Thursday, a coolie an- 
nounced that the Lyceum theatre was on 
fire, and some gentlemen in the nei 
hood at once ran round to try to checl 
with what water they could procure. It 
was, however, in a locked room—either the 
scene-painting room or the dress-room—and 
they could only throw water through the 
chinks for some time, before the keys could 
be procured. By this time it had gone 
beyond their control. The fire-bell was 
rung about 10 r. 3, and the brigade 
quickly answered the call; by the time 
they got there, however, the fire had spread 
rapidly, and by 10.30 the whole building 
was a sheet of flame. There was unfortn- 
nately delay in getting water, and the out- 
houses at the back of Balfour Buildings 
and of Messrs. Overbeck & Co.'s hong had 
caught badly before the engines got well 
under weigh. It seemed at one time that 
these must be consumed ; and the houses 
were rapidly cleared of their furniture, and 
the goods taken out of Messrs. Overbeck’s 
godowns as fast as volunteers and coolies 
could work. The Mih-ho-loongs in the 
meantime did good service in pulling down 
some sheds between the theatre and Balfour 
Buildings, At a critical moment, at 10. 
the Victoria Engine got up steam on the 
Gnaomen Road jetty, and played on the back 
of Messrs. Overbeck’s in time apparently to 
save the building ; but the intense heat of 
the burning theatre had so dried the hose 
that it cracked and burst after a few 
minutes play, and the ont-houses canght. 
Soon, however, No. 1 was brought up, and 
the Victoria fed her while she played on 
the endangered buildings from one side ; 
the Messageries engine, fed by No. 2, which 
was fed by the Deluge from the Ewo 
jetty, playing from the op 

In the meantime, the 
and the French Municipal engine, taking 
water from alongside the Boat house, had 
been brought to bear on the outhousesat the 
back of Balfour buildings, which were al- 
ready badly alight ; and for some time it 
seemed a toss-up in each case, whether 
fire or water would gain the maste: 
Eventually, however, the energetic efforts 
of the Firemen were rewarded ; the flames 
were evidently being got under, and an 
hour's hard work thoroughly subdued them. 
By 12.15, it was evident that further dan- 
ger was over. The greatest puzzle, then, 
was the gas from the theatre main, which 
was flaring furiously and defying the in- 
genuity of the bystanders. 

It is rather remarkable that, after so 
long an interval of immunity from fire, 
the two visitations which have fallen upon 
the Settlement within the last ten weeks 
have happened in the especial commer en- 
closed by the River and theSoochow Creek. 
‘The Chinese declare it is Fung Shuey ; 
Foreigners incline to say it is the Consu- 
late, and to insist that the British Govern- 
ment offices shall in future be isolated. 
Hardly had the books and papers saved 
from the fire of the 23rd Dec. been settled 
in their new habitation in Balfour Build- 
ings, than the fire at the Lyceum on Thurs- 
day night disturbed them afresh, and 
their last condition is, we hear, now worse 
than before. Though no serious loss was 



































sustained, during the process of uncere- 















of them under. 
ly intieted. 
‘The tendeney will y he te persuade 
the British Government to abandon 
together a Consulate which is a 
such perpete y and expense, and 
whose function, after all, is only to sue 
perv ink of iniquity. 

‘The Consulate, however, is nut alone in 
its sufferings. The occupants of the other 
houses in Balfour Buildings are in greater 
distress. Tho threatening proximity of 
the fire led to the removal of the furniture 
from every house in the row, and the 
operation was performed with a sum- 
mary rapidity which bore sad fruit in 
the shape of broken crockery, dila- 
pidated chairs, and smashed eteoteras, 
We even saw one iron bedstead, on which 
salvage efforts had been brought to bea 
with such energy that the posts were bent 
double in the hurry to disconnect them. 
What useful result the operator exp 
we did not learn, It would seem 
as simple to leave furniture to be burned, 
as to pitch it ont of window or deliberately 
break it. Apart, however, from thedamage 
by too enthusiastic volunteers, t deal 
of careful w done which the im- 
minence of the danger appeared to call 
for, Not the outhouses of 
Balfour Buildings at one time badly 
but the woodwork of the dwelling 1s 
themselves it. The eaves of the In 
verandah of 3 were actually bur 
and saved by the Firemen with water from 
konys on the preniises, wutil the engines 
could be brought to bear, The whole of 
the woodwork at the hack of the houses 
is badly charred—sutlicient proof how 
narrowly they were saved. 

The Lyceum Theatre was opened on Ist 
March 1867, with the performance of 
“Whitebait at Greenwiel 
There was collected to 
and fit it, by serip issued, a sun of 
000 or $8,108.11, and by donations 
to the fund, $182.43, It was built by 
Captain Roberts, from Mr. Kidner’s de 
signs, and cost, inclusive of stage and furni- 
ture, $10,458. By various additions this 
cost was gradually increased, but after 
annual deductions for depreciation, of from 
25 to 10 per cent, it stond to the ser 
holders, on Sist August, at 39,492.01. But 
there was also destroyed in the fire the 
whole property of the A.D.C., which after 
similar deductions, was valued on the same 
date at $4,581.03. Adding to this the 
value of the property acyuired during the 
current season, (which included a perfectly 
new grand piano,) the total loss may be 
estimated at $15,000. Abont Tls. 4,800 of 
scrip is still undrawn, the rest of the cost 
having been provided by the A.D.C. p 
formances, 25 of wl i 
during the Thea 
one day. It was origi 
stand 5 years, but was in as perfect a con- 
dition as ever on the day of its demise. 
Nothing now remains but a fow charred 
chips and the iron gas-pipes. It is 
curious that the valuable book cf 
costumes belonging to the A.D.C. 
was saved by great good nek fro 
Consulate fire, fell to this sce st 
The only remnant found, istie le 
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male figure, which it is, we hear, intended 
to sond home as a memento, tu the donor. 

High praise is due to the Fire Brigade 
for their energetic work, without which 
the whole of the Yuen-min-yuen and Bal- 
four Buildings blocks must inevitably have 
been burned. As it is, damage to the 
extent of some thousands of tacls has of 
course been done both to the out-buildings 
and the furniture; but the Insurance offices 
may congratulate themselves on having es- 
caped an infinitely heavier loss. ‘The 
theatre itself was uninsured. Tn view of 
the delay in procuring water, it seemed al- 
most inevitable, at one time, that the whole 
of the houses around must go ;and itis even 
more apparent, now, how sharp must have 
een the fight which saved them. —Detach- 
ments of men from the U.S. str. Monocacy 
and from H. M. gunboat Hornet were also 
marched down, and worked hard in carry- 
ing out furniture and goods from the houses 
and godown, In fact, half the foreigners in 
the place seemed to be lending hand at one 
thing or another ; and not the least active 
were the Japanese members of the Tycoon 
troupe, who were running like eats over the 
roofs of the burning outhouses. It was re- 
ported that a little boy, the son of the 
‘Theatre coolie, had been burned ; but, as 
he was seen by several people standing 
hilf-dressed on the steps, this seems un- 
likely. He would hardly have gone back 
into the burning building. He has dis- 
appeared, but it is more likely he was 
stolen. The saddest result of the fire was 
an accident to Mr. Hamilton, whose leg was 
broken by a bale of goods that was bein 
rolled out of Messrs. Overbeck’s godown, 
while he was himself working at the sal- 
vage. 








Ontports, 
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kweIcuow. 
mee has arrived from the interior 
to the effect that the Imperialists have 
succeded in regaining possession of Tui- 
Kung-Ting, a strong and important city in 
Kweichow. This city some years azo fell 
into the hands of the Mahoniedan Rebels, 
and remained in their possession until lat 
Jy, when, owing in part to the eiforis made 
dy Wong-Tai nr-sgeneral, and int 
art to a stratagem on the part of Ch 
wi, the Fan-Tai of Kweichow, it was again 
oceupied by the Mandarins, and has been 
restored to tranquility. Tt appears that at 
the south side of the city there is a road 
called Yeong-Teu Road, which was strongly 
fortified by the rebels, and where the Ini- 
perialists were frequently repulsed with 
serious loss by the enemy. During the 
last. few months Chik-Po-Tui secretly 
strengthened the Imperial position at the 
south, and in order to divert the enemy's 
atiention, he ordered his men to make a 
false attack on the north-west side of the 
city. The Rebel Chief being alarmed at 
this sudden attack on his weak point, lost 
no time in sending troops from the garrison 
of the south to give assistance to that on 
the north-west side. Of this the Imperial 
ists took advantage, renewing their attacl 
on the south with yreat force. Thestrength 
of this garrison being thus considerably re- 
duced, it was unable to stand the fire of the 
Imperialists, and yielded, and_ocenpation 
of this strong point was speedily fellowes 
by the re-ocenpation of the eity by the Im- 
perialists. ‘The rebels and their chief su 
rendered themselves. It is hoped that this 
victory will have the effect of entirely 
restoring order in the Kweichow Province. 
(Daily Press.) 
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Yoxouama. 
Three men have been arrested by the 
native officials, for the attempted assassin: 
tion of Messrs. Dallas and Ring in Yeddo. 
They are, it is understood, to be beheaded. 
It appears that Messrs. Dallas and Rin 
have themselves to blame for the attack, 
though, of course, nothing ean palliate 
the murderous design of the Japanese. 
They foolishly dismissed their guards, and 
‘wandered into an unfrequented part of the 
town, where the dastardly attack was made. 
The ‘naval fight’ I hinted at in my last 
did not come off. The Alma and Dupleiz 
steamed out on the Saturday evening, 
while the Hertha was supposed to have 
gone on Sunday morning. In her ab- 
sence the French men-of-war by mistake 
chased a Sandwich Island schooner, 
bound for this port, but didn’t catch 
her. The American steamer Zuzox, from 
Nagasaki, reports haying escaped from the 
Linois, which was on the look-out for her. 
There is again very little news of interest 
to report. A large fire in Yeddo has carried 
away over three hundred houses ; the de- 
vouring element showing little mercy, 
when once it clutches the native built 
houses. ‘Two more paper hunts have been 
run, and another is underlined. A trotting 
match, for $100, to go round the Race-course 
twice in ten minutes, was lost by an enter- 
prising racing man to an equally enter- 
prising keeper of a faro table. Tremendous 
commotion is the result of the rival Gas 
Companies. The Native Company, with 
three foreign houses as trustees, retain the 
lighting of the native town ; which, after the 
Government had promised the concession to 
the Company that got most burners to be 
used, is hardly fair; while, to whom the 
trustees are to apply, should the Japanese 
throw them over, which is likely, is a mat- 
ter of pure speculation. ‘The Swiss Con- 
as one of them, has no fleet, no 
‘Minister, only his flag to protect him ! 

Our Settlement, throngh want of proper 
Municipal regulations is getting into a bad 
state ; that is morally. Crowds of foreign 
loafers swarm in the streets, and the other 
day, in broad daylight, a’ lady had her 
brooch and watch stolen from her per- 
son. It is tru thero is a small foreign 
police establishment, wholly inadequate 
for our wants, and any number of native 
officers, all with cocked hats, swords, sticks 
in cold weather, top boots in wet weather, 
umbrellas in hot weather, useless in any 
weather for any work, further than pick- 
ing up a poor blind beggar, tying him up 
toa wall and beating him to death! ‘This 
they did the other day. Truly, when these 
noble savages put on the civilized official 
coat, they become civilized with a ven- 
geanee. “A very severe shock of carth- 
quake was felt on Sunday last.” 

smallpox. is on the decrease, probably 
owing to the change of weather, which, 
from excessive frost-and cold, has been of 
Inte warm and genial. 

‘Thefollowing ships of war are in harbour, 
English, “ E)k,” Havoc,” “Manila, 
French, “ Alma,” “ Dupleix.” Prussian, 
“Hertha,” “ Medusa.” American, “ Beni- 
cia,” “ Idaho.” 





















































CANTON. 
As is usual at New Year time, robberies, 
attended, in some instances, with violence, 
have been committed, the booty being, 
almost invariably, carried off “scot-free* 
by the vagabonds. In one ease, however, 
the “biters were bit,” and the capture of a 
couple of ruffians effected. At Tai-Leak, 
the capital of the ninety-six villages, an 
attempt was made on the part of a band of 
forty or fifty men to break into a cotton- 
| store, wherein, they had reason to believe, 
there was a large sum of money, In this 
conjecture, they were right, and of the trea 
sure in question they sueceeded in carrying 
ya great portion. An alarm, however, 
was instantly given, and the villagers, ris- 

















ing en masse, gave the vagabonds chase, In 
the pursuit, two men were captured, but 
not Without a most determined resistance 

i One of them was so severely 
his captors that on his debarka- 
tion at, Canton, it was found necessary to 
carry him in a’ basket to the Nam-hoy’s 
prison, while his companion, a tall, museu- 
Jar man, was led by an iron chain, fastened 
round his neck, to similar safe quarters. 
‘The Chinese are on no oceasion very ten- 
der in their treatment towards prisoners, 
Dut in the case of the men under notice, 
the ferocity and savage spite which the 
displayed was apparently greater than usual. 
The poor wretch in the basket, to judge 
from the ghastly wound which he had re- 
ceived, was, for aught I know, in articulo 
nortis, and his fellow in crime, strongly 
knit though he appeared to be, seemed in 
a fair way of having his limbs rent to pieces, 
and his head, not figuratively, but in sober 
reality, knocked off his shoulders. 

Another incident which I have to record 
is, also, one of a melancholy nature. On 
the last night of the old year, a poor man 
who, in all likelihood, had, for some time 
past, been straining every nerve to accumu- 
Iate’a_sufticient sum to redeem from a 
pawn-shop, before the celebration of New 
Year's festival, clothing belonging to him- 
self and family, went with the requisite 
funds to the Mont de Pi¢té situated beyond 
the east gate of this city. Being admitted 
within the establishinent in question, he 
demanded his goods, and, upon the assist- 
ant ascending tooneof the upperchambers of 
the pawn-tower to get the articles required, 
he, through some inadvertency which has 
not yet been explained, set the building on 
fire. So great was the conflagration which 
ensued that not only was the. pawn-sho; 
destroyed, but, at the same time, several 
cottages and two large mansions. 'One of 
the melancholy features of this sad affai 
is that the proprietor of the pawn-shop will 
have to make good every article which, at 
the time of the fire, was under his eare, in- 
asmuch as the fire originated in his estab- 
lishment. Had the destruction of this 
building, however, been caused by a con- 
flagration arising in an adjacent house, the 
owners of the foods would have had to 
“ grin and bear ” their losses. i 

¢ New Year's fair, which is held an- 
nually in the Shap-pat-poo Street, of the 
western suburb of this city, was, as usual, 
well attended. ‘The bronzes, "porcelain 
vases, and other articles of vertu, exhibited 
for sale, appeared to me to be’ of recent 
manufacture. In former years, it was ct 
tomary to see at this great fair an exhibi- 
tion of ancient things of all sorts. Tho 
absence, this year, of the latter description 
of “curios” is, T suppose, to be attributed 
to the fact that they have been so plenti- 
fully bought up by the foreigners of all 
nations, who, since the late war, have 
visited China, that few or none now 
remain. ‘The crowd at this fair, which 
consisted of men of all classes and which, 
for several days, thronged this particular 
quarter of the city, was one of a most 
orderly nature. For the spirit of mutual 
forbearance and peaceably inclined disposi- 
tion which characterizes a Chinese mob, I 
would, here, beg to record my admiration. 
Only fancy’ a similar number of people in 
any European or American City, crowdin, 
together for several days in succession ! 
rather think the “Peelers” would have 
their hands full. 

To judge by the general absence, this 
year, of certain bills from the doors of the 
hhonses of merchants and shopkeepers, indi- 
cating impecuniosity, or what is equivalent 
to it, inability to meet. their creditors, I 
should imagine that, on the whole, to this 
useful class of men, the past year has been 
a prosperous one.” The custom prevails 
among the Chinese, of creditors sticking 
their bills upon the shutters of their 
debtors, who have been declared bankrupts. 
This singular custom answers the purpose 
of a gazette, for all persons passing by 
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are not only informed of the bankruptcy 
of the trading company, whose shutters 
are thus placarded, but, at the same time, 
of the amount of its liabilities. China Mail. 





Public Meetings. ; 








BHANGHAT STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

The annual general meeting of share- 
holders of the S. S. N. Co. was held in the 
Offices of tho Agents of the Company, on 
the 4th inst. Present :—Messrs, H.’ H. 
Warden (in the chair), J. Dent, F. Porter, 
W. J. Blydenburgh, F. B. Forbes, 
White, Bush, F. Henderson, E. W. Rice, 
H. Murray, J. P. Bisset, F. H. Parker, 
R. Brand, Choping, W. Cameron, W. 
Mitchell, T, W. Bekfeldt, P. K. Dumaresq, 
G. H. Wheeler, A. Sim, G. A. Monro, W. 
G, Brodie, Murray, A. Voisin, Sha 
Gibert, J: R. Bromley, D. L. Hunter, F 
M. Youd, J. Henderson, C. L. Simpson, 
E, McLoughin, F. F. Elwell, F. D, Barnes, 
Wheelock, Thompson, Bradfield, B. A. 
Clarke, W. Kidner, Koofong-sing, Who- 
sing-chong, Encarnac: 

‘The Custnatas having proposed that the 
Report andaccountsshould be taken as read, 
said—The result of the Company's business 
for the past year is shown in the Report and 
accounts now placed before the meeting. 
On behalf of the Directors I have to make 
afew remarks with reference to the pro- 
posed issue of scrip, in favor of which a 
‘resolution will be offered for your considera- 
tion. It is deemed by the Board of vital 
importance that the surplus means of the 
Company, now standing in the nature of 
an Insurance Fund, should be augmented 
rathor than diminished, before any increase 
in the money dividends takes place. Whe- 
ther an appropriation from this Fund will 
be needed to defray, in whole or part, the 
cost of the two new River Boats, will de- 
pend upon this year's earnings. At the 

resent moment a part of the Fund must 

¢ held subject to the contingency. The 
attention of the meeting is called to the 

roposcd form of the Scrip Certificates. 
TET be seen that it is expressly stated 
that their cancelment, or payment, or con- 
version into (full paid) stock, is to depend 
upon the future condition of the Insurance 
and Depreciation Fund, upon which the 
issue is based, and that itis for subsequent 
general meetings to take action upon its 
provisions, including the question ‘as to the 
rate of interest to be declared from time 
totime. Ifthe fund should become ex- 
hausted, the payment of interest will cease, 
and « vote of the stockholders in favor of 
cancelling the scrip may be expected to fol- 
low. ‘To provent misapprehension on the 
part of Chinese holders of this Scrip, it is 
proposed to add characters signifying’ that 
the Certificates are only contingent pro- 
mises of redemption or conversion, and 
their liability to cancelment will be pointed- 
ly expressed. The value of the Scrip m 
be weakened if the necessity should arise 
for appropriating money from the Depr 
ciation Fund to keep up the regular div 
dends on the stock. The saleable value of 
the Certificates will, of course, be governed 
dy the steady or fluctuating’ prospects of 
the Company, and by the rate of interest 
likely to be declared upon them ; but while 
they remain in the original shape, it is to 
be presumed that the stock itself will bear 
such value asa 12°), investment may be 
worth in the market. It is proposed to 
give to each stockholder of 25 shares or 
Tess one Serip Certificate, and to those hold- 
ing more, an additional certifieato for 
exch 25 shares. ‘The certificates when once 
issued to be free from any connection with 
the stock belonging to the original holders. 
Thave to remark that the two new River 
Boats aro intended to fit machinery be- 
longing formerly to the Chekiang and Tah- 
wah, and still owned by the Company. One 
of these Boats isto be adapted for carrying 
oil, so as toreduce the risk of fire, to which 












































all the River Boats are now subjected. | 
‘The Chinese customers of the Company 
seem te be well pleased with the extension 
of free storage in lieu of free fire insurance ; 
but the change in that particular increases 
the requirements for storage rom, and the 
Directors now contempia:e converting 
several of the Coalsheds into Godowns for 
‘Tea and other cargo. It has been found 
necessary to inerease the accommodation 
for the employés of the Company, and anew 
dwelling has been contracted for, to be put 
up at Kin-le-yuen. 











REPORT. 


The Directors herewith submit to the Stock- 





be seen that the amount at credit 
of Profit and Loss account as net gain (after 
providing for Insurance and Depreciation) is 
Tis. 3.9. Ous of this, two six per 
cont Dividends have heen paid, leaving a 
balance of Tls. 199,505,3.9. ie Reserve ac- 
count has heen merged itr Insurance and De- 
reciation, and the latter, including the trans- 
fer of the balance of Profit and Loss account, 
now shows.a balance of Tis. 503,780,3.7, a3 


















me forward, make 
ing the remittances in all Tle. 404,$55.1.6. Of 
this a portion will be used against’ cost of new 
Boats, and a further investment in U. 3. Go- 
vernment Securities will raise the total to the 
value of £100,000 or thereabouts. During the 
year two new Steamers, the * 
% Hupeli,” have been added to the 
fleet, which has been kept in efli 
tion, the ‘ Kiangse” being now the only 
sel undergoing repairs. ‘The insurance against 
marine risks has been confined to cases where 
vessels were employed off the Company's 

‘The Directors propose to continue the 
Polley of now-insurance, which has thus far 

en satisfactory. 

‘The business of the Company during the 
first half of the year showed a falling oll, but 
in consequence of the exceptionally large yield 
of Cotton in this region, combined with the 
exceptionally large demand from the interior 
Provinces, the trade during the last half year 
maie up the deficiency in the first half, and 
the result for the whole year appears to the 
Directors ve tory. Previous experi- 
ence forbids the expectation that such favour- 
able circumstances can be again counted upon 
in the near future, but inasmuch as the busi- 
ness of late has reynired the use of nearly all 
the available vessels of the Company, the Di- 
rectors, at the risk of providing an excess of 
tonnage, decided upon having two new River 
Boats, which were accordingly ordered by the 
Agents. ‘The Directors have also instructed 
the Agents to oiler a new fron Gulf Steamer 
to replace the “Chibi,” in case the latter 
should be sold, the price reccived in that ease 
to inst cust of the new vessel. 
Directors, towards the end of the year, 
decided to discontinue granting free Fire Inst 
rance on freight remaining iu the Company’ 
Godowns, and to substitute for the previous 
privilege an additional tive days of free stor- 
age. ‘This change scems not to have given any 
dissatisfaction to the customers of the Com- 
pany. 

‘The Directors have thought it advisable to 
strengthen the hold of the Company on busi- 
ness by increasing the iacilities at Shanghai, 
and anew shed, chiclly of Iron, has been added, 
at a moderate expense, to the accommodation 
on the Tientsin Wharf. 

‘The bulk of the surplus means of the Com- 
pany belongs to the Insurance and Depreci 
ation account, and common prudence will 
donbtless prompt the Sharcholders to preserve 
the Fund intact. Tn adverse years it may be 
used to keep the number ant efficiency of the 
Company's Steamers up to the requirements 
of the business, and in other ways it will be 
a resource for meeting any exigency that may 
arise. While it exists, it will be a protection 
to the Stock against’ tuctuations in value. 
But it may reasonably be expected that the 
resent Slircholders should be in some way 

irectly interested in the savings of the Com- 
pany, and the Directors propose that this 
meeting shall authorise the issue, on the 31st 
March, of Scrip equal to twenty per cent of 
‘the Capital Stock. The forms herewith ex- 
























































































press the understanding upon which the Divi- 


dend in Scrip is to be accepted by the Share- 
holders, in ease the proposed measure should 
be adopted. 

The departure of Mr. F, H, Bell madea 
vacancy in the Board of Directors, which has 
been filled by the election of Mr. John Dent 
to serve for the unexpired term. 


PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 
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INSURANCE AND DEPRECIATION FUND. 
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Ut was then moved by the Cuaratay 
seconded by Mr. Joy D: 

That the Report of the Di 
Accounts there’ 

Mr. F. Hexpersoy rema the 
report was very satisfactory, but wished to 
ask whether the uncollected freizhts at Sist 
Dec., till which time it was made up, were 
included in the reevipts. He should fancy 
there were some considerable amounts out- 
standing from steamers loading about that 
time. 

The Cuamaas said such amounts were 
credited to the vessels and therefore in- 
cluded in the accounts, and they had since 
been collected. 

‘Mr. Camenoy observed that in the last 
report issued by the Directors 15 steamers 
were taken at Ts. 1,304,000, and 2 steamers 
were since added costing Tis. 299,000, mak- 
ing a total of Tis. 
grand total now put do was 
ls. 1,499,000, being a difference of Tis. 
134,000 for depreciation. He wished to 
ask why this was done. 

‘The Carnmay said they had written the 
steamers down lower this year because, at 
last meeting, their valuations had been 








the 
hi be accepted and passed. 
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questioned. The Directors had said at the 
time that they had fully considered the 
question and believed the stock to stand as 
they stated ; but after the mecting, in de- 
ference to opinions expressed, they got 
Captain Lewes to make a valuation, when 
he made them Tis. 130,000 less. The 
Directors formed a new valuation on his 
basis this year, and added the actual cost 
of new boats tomake up the sum in the 
Report. 

‘Mr. Cancenox asked whether, secing they 
had now got a Depreciation Fund, the 
Directors still considered it right to make 
@eductions also from the values of their 
ships. 

‘The Cuamaan said they considered it 
Dest, in the cizcumstances he had stated, 
to make the deductions, and it did not 
render the value of new stock more or less 
to the Company. The valuationshavingbeen 
questioned last year, they had reduced them 
80 low as to leave no doubt of the stock 
coming up to them. 

Mr. Cawerox questioned whether they 
should lower their assets in this way, and 
asked how they proposed to do in the future. 
He saw that the Directors intended to get 
two new steamers this year. Did they 
intend also to write off their value out of 
the profits of 1871, reducing the value of 
the present boats still further as deprecia- 
tion ? 

‘The CuAIMan said it was impossible to 
say what might be done next year. The 
Divectors were here to give explanation in 
regard to the present report, but could not 
undertake to speak for the future ; there 
were so many unforeseen circumstances 
which might enter into the results. 

Mr. Barnes asked whether repairs to 
the wooden vessels of the fleet were charged 
in the accounts, particularly when these 
were of exceptional amount? Was there 
nothing to show what these ships cost an- 
Bually? 

‘The Cuasmaan said they did not dis- 
tingnish them in the accounts, the amount 
for the whole only was inserted, under the 
head of working expenses. : 

‘he resolution having been again put to 
the mecting, was carried nem con. 

Tt was then moved by Mr. F. Portex and 
seconded by Mr. W. J. Buypessurcu— 

‘That the Directors be authorised to issue, 
on the Sist of March curt., to stockholders of 
record this day, scrip certificates in the form 
how proposed, and pro raté to their shares ; 
foqual in all to twenty per cent of the capital 
stock of this Company. 

Proposed form Scrip Certificate. 

Tre Shanghai Steam Navigation Company, hereby 

SeNeE Ee cartigeate i» entitled to a share in 


‘ 
france and Depreciation Bund of the tad Got 
i ‘of Shanghai Specs, 





iby the Company at 
Endy Amoual General Meeting, on Ue folowing co 
fiona. 

"Tie Company reserves the right to releem this certis- 

in elder the said mura -f Tle 

cate, UY Dorey sabettntiog, new capital stock to 
Nef ecticate, and all others of thi ise, dall be 
cote nl snd veld in erent of the, eatapiote exhnuion 
or eae Sante ey sini be farmsly cancelled by ot 
Bea General Mocting of Shareholders 

Te Company” guarantecs that this fanue of Serip, 
uunfess canctlied sf above, thall have’ a prior right £6 
Todemption over aby rabeoj went isn, 

‘Mr. Bares asked if there would be any 
objection to tell the shareholders what 
were the Company's gross earnings from 
freight and passage money. Such informa- 
tion was usually given in other companies. 

The Cuarraax said they had not done 
so hitherto, and the present accounts were 
made out according to the custom prevail- 
ing in this Company. 

Mr. Barnes asked if the Directors did 
not think a change in the custom of the 
Company in this respect might be advisa- 

le. 

















The Cuaman said they did not; it 
would be against the interests of share- 
holders to show their business too much. 








Tin respect to this, stockholders were pro- 
tected by the auditors appointed ; and the 
Directors did not think ite book ll their 
interest to give any more figures than were 
now laid before them. 

Mr. Panxzn asked whether the Chair- 
man’s remarks implied that the Directors 
considered it inadvisable to expose the 
Dusiness of the Company, though at home 
it was believed to be rather advantageous 
than otherwise to show any good result. 

‘The Cuarnacan.—We cannot see any good 
result from showing it here. 

‘Mr. Parker observed that the outside 
public might. see good in having these 
things laid before them. 

The Cust said the outside public 
very likely was inquisitive, and might like 
it ; but it would do the stockholders harm 
instead of good. 


Mr. Panxer thought any good figures | will ab 


could do the stockcholders no, harm ; and 
1 8) cing it was consider for 
She buninese of atpublie Company to show 
the favourable results of good working. 

The Cuarsscax asked what good was 
likely to result here? Unless the Direc- 
tors saw that, they did not feel inclined 
to give such information. 

‘Mr, Parken said that was another ques- 
tion, but it was one which would apply to 
Companies generally. 

‘The Cuainocan remarked that this Com- 
was peculiarly situated. 

‘Mr. Parker thought the sooner the 
Company got out of its peculiar position 
the better. 


‘The resolution having been again put 
to the meeting, was carried unanimously. 

‘Mr. F. Hexpersow observed that some 
provision was made in the roport for the 
sale of the Chikli, What likelihood was 
there of this being fulfilled ? 

The Cuamman said the steamer had 
gone to Yokohama on a prospect of sale, 
and the Directors were informed she was 
all but sold, and expected to hear very 
shortly that she was actually so. But they 
all knew that in Japan it took a long time 
to close a bargaii 

Mr. F. Hespensox begged to propose— 

‘That Mr. HH. Warden be elected Pro. 
sident, and Messrs. F. Porter, W. J. Blyden- 
burgh, John Dent and F. B. Forbes be elected 
Directors of this Company, to serve until the 
next Annual Meeting ; also that Mr. Rowley 
Miller be elected Auditor, to serve for the 
fame period: it being understood that Mtr. 

ugustus is to continue as Acti 
‘Auditor. bea 

‘Mr. Bangs seconded the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously. 

‘Mr. Canznox said, before parting the 
ought to return a vote of thanks to. the 
Directors, for the able way in which they 








¢ | had conducted the affairs of the Company 


for the last year; not that the shareholders 
kmew all they were doing, but the results 
were satisfactory, and they felt sure the 
Directors were acting zealously for their in- 


— 
‘The meeting having signified their con- 
currence with this proposal, 

‘The CHAIRMAN answered in name of the 
Board, and said they were gratified to find 
its action had been satisfactory to the 
stock-holders. 





CHINA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. 


The first ordinary meeting of the share- 
holders in the above Company took place on 
22nd Feb., at Hongkong, Mr. Lowcock in 
the chair.” Present: Messrs. Arthur, An- 
ton, Berwick, Baker, Barnes, Burrows, 
Bell, Budde, Coxon, Crichton, Cratch, 
Chater, Cox, Deacon, Davis, Ede, Gaupp, 
Geary, Huntington, Helland, ‘Beaton, 
Hughes, Linstead, ’Karberg, ’ Lammert, 
Morgan, Melchers, Mody, Notley, Nelson, 
Pereira, Page, Park, Rowett, Ryrie, Reme- 

, Saudilands, Sharp, and 


ios, 
Sherwood. 





It was proposed by Mr. Holland, and ae- 
conded by Mr. Sherwood, that the report 
and accounts presented to the meeting be 
taken as read, and adopted. Carried. 

REPORT. 

The Directors have now the pleasure to pre: 
sent to you a Statement of the Company's 
affairs, shewing their position on the 3lst Dec. 
last. ‘The premium collected during the ten 
months of the Company's working amounts to 

980.54, which, after deducting all charges, 
Re-insurance Premia and Commissions, and 
ing Interest due to the Company on its 
Deposits at Banks, an vestment in i 
Government Paper, &c., shews a nett balance 
on Working Account of $94,096.35, 

Of this sum the Directors have considered 
advisable to write off $5,406.35 from Prelimin- 
ary E: jeaving on this Account $712.61 
to be adjusted in the year 1871. 

‘Tho Interest due to Shareholders on the Ist 
January, 1871, at the rate of $7.15 per share 








absorb the sum of $28,600, and the balance 
of $60,000 is carried forward on Working Ac- 
count, hereafter to be to the Reserve 
Fund, in conformity with the provisions of the 
Articles of Association of the Company. 

Tn consequence of the retirement, of Mr. J. 
B. Taylor, on leaving the Colony, Mr. W. H. 
Condit was appointed to supply’ the ‘vacancy 
at the Board. 

After the first six months working, the 
Directors thinking it for the interests of the 
Company to increase the number of the Board 
to its full complement of seven members, the 
Honorable F. Ryrie, of Messre. Turner & Co., 
‘and Mr. J. Murray Forbes, of Messrs. Russell 
& Co., were invited to, and accepted, a scat at 
the Board. 
4n consequence ofthe resignation of Mr. H. 

0 


B. Gibb, on leaving the Colony, Mr. Henry 
Loweook was requested to fill the vacancy in 
the Direction. 


In accordance with the 86th clause of the 
Articles of Association, Messrs. Hitchcock and 
Heaton retire from the Direction, and being 
eligible for re-election, offer themselves ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Helland then proposed, and Mr. 
Chas. Morgan seconded, that Messrs. Hitch- 
cock and Heaton be re-elected: Directors, 
Carried unanimously. \ 

Mr. Linstead proposed, and Mr. W. M. 
Morgan seconded, that Messrs. Berwick. 


and Deacon be elected as Auditors. This 
was also carried. 

The above concluded the business of the 
ordinary meeting. 


‘An extraordinary meeting haa been call- 
ed for 3.30 to 4 p.m., for the purpose of 
making an alteration in the Articles of As- 
sociation, such as would admit the transfer 
of shares by being signed by the name of a 
firm by a partner in the same, or some per- 
son thereunto lawfully authorised. ‘The 
Chairman explained that considerable difi- 
culty had been experienced in consequence 
of all the signatures being required. He 
stated that in order that the extraordinary 
meeting should be valid, it was necessary 
that 2,000 shares should be represented 
either personally or by proxy; but that 
only 1,369 were represented, although no- 
tice of'the meeting, together with form of 
proxy, had been forwarded by the Seoreta- 
ry to all the shareholders. 

After waiting till 4 o'clock, the Chairman 
declared there were not sufficient share- 
holders present, and the meeting dissolved. 








Oficial Papers. 


THE WOOSUNG BAR, 
To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Cnnsa Hera. 

Sm,—I transmit to you herewith, for 
publication, a copy of the Harbor-masters 
letter in reference to the depth of water on 
the bar at Woosung, and the measures 
necessary for the proper marking of the 
channel, and also a copy of the report 
made on the Harbor-master’s survey and 
recommendations, by Captains Land, Mo- 
Grea, and Davidson, and Lieutenant Vin- 
cent. 
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T understand the recommendations of 
tho examiners will be carried out at an 
early moment. 

Iam, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Groncz F. Sewaen, 
‘Senior Consul. 

Shanghai, March 7th, 1871. 

Hanzovn Master's Orrice, 
Shanghai, Feb. 22, 1871. 

Sin,—The shoal known as the Middle- 

ound, or Gough’s Island, has extended 
Ftsclf, the last few years, so rapidly as to 
form’a large island in the middle of the 
River, which has acted asa “chasse” or 
shoot, and, forcing the stream into a nar- 
rower pass, has, consequently, caused it to 
deepen the Flat or Bar that runs across the 
river at the lowest part of the shoal. 

In 1862 there was only 11 and 12 fect of 
water on the Bar, at low water spring tides, 
and 1 find from results of my observations 
that there is now a channel, of 500 feet 
breadth, cut through the Bar, having no 
Jess than 14 and 15 fect of water, in the 
lowest tides of the year. 

Tn order to make the survey with the 
gratest accuracy Lhad boats anchored in 

jifferent parts of the river, and the lines of 
soundings run from one boat to another, 
and from the boats to stations on shore, 
the exact position of the boats and stations 
being determined by triangulation, and 
having erected a special tide-pole, close to 
the Harbour Master’s Station, at Voosung, 
the register of the tides was kept with great 
care ; and Ihave been able to reduce my 
soundings to the low spring tides which oc- 
curred on the 24th January 1871, when the 
water on the Bar was registered at 9 feet 
10 inches, a fall that had not been obser 
ed for beg resulting from the ay. weather 
of the last three months, which had much 
reduced the flow from the upper country. 

I consider, therefore, that as there is 
now never less than 15 feet of water in the 
Channel over the Bar, and as the rise and 
fall of the tide is never less than 6 feet, in 
neaps, vessels drawing under 20 feet of wa- 
ter, will, in future, be always able to cross 
the Bar’ at high water, and as the mean 
rise of the tide is 10 feet, it will only be an 
exceptional circumstance that vessels draw- 
ing from 20 to 23 fect, will be detained at 
‘Woosung, and in spring tides the water on 
the Bar rising from 26 to 28 feet, the 
heaviest draught vessels will be able to 
come from Woosung to Shanghai. 

‘When the Harbour Master’s Office was 
established in 1862, a Tide-pole and Flag- 
staff were erected to signal the depth of 
water on the Bar, and Leading marks were 
posted on the rightbank of the River, to in- 
dicate the deepest channel over it, but 
wing to the changes that have taken place 
these marks are now useless. The Tide- 
pole must be shifted, and the signals alter- 
ed to show the exact depth of water, which 
is at present registered 3 or 4 feet under 
the proper height. 

As it would be necessary in order to fa- 
cilitate the passage of vessels over the Bar, 
to remove the marks to neatly & mile above 
their present position (as per plan) where 
in foggy weather it may be difficuli to make 
thom out, I would recommend that buoys 
be placed’ as leading marks, on either side 
of the channel. ‘These buoys being placed 
on the Bar itself would be excellent guides 
to vessels bound up or down the River, dur- 
ing the day, and a Harbour Light, hoisted 
on a spot to be hereafter determined, on 
the right. bank of the River, would enable 
vessels of ordinary size, and particularly 
steamers, to cross during the night. 

T beg fo request that you will inform the 
Consular Body that such an important 
change has taken place at the entrance of 
this port, and advise it to appoint a com- 
mittee to ascertain and establish the exact- 
nessofmy survey ; and, astheopening of this 
new channel will be of the greatest impor- 
tance to all maritime interests, to approve 











of the means I propose to adopt, to render 
that channel immediately practicable to all 
vessels visiting this port. 
Tam, &e, &., 
Sg.) §. A. Vievren, 
Divisional Inspector, 

and Harbour Master. 
T. Dick, Esq., 

Commissioner of Customs. 

‘We, the undersigned, having at the invi- 
tation of the Consular Body of Shanghai, 
accompanied Mr. S. A. Viguier, Harbour 
Master of Shanghai, to Woosting, tovverify his 
survey of the Woosung Inner Bar and the 
change of the Channel which his recent 
survey has shown to have taken place, have 
agreed as follows :-— 

‘That a Channel has opened to the South- 
ward of the old Channel, in which the wa- 
ter does not fall below 14 feet 6 inches in 
the lowest spring tide, and that this Chan- 
nel is marked on the chart made by Mr. 
Viguier. 

th order to renderthe new Channel navi- 
guble, we consider it necessary 

1.—To place two buoys to mark the edge 
of the South Shoal and one to mark the 
edge of the North Shoal. (Captn. McCrea 
dissents.) 

2.—That if possible, two marks be erect- 
ed on the right bank of the River, to indi- 
cate the fairway of the new Channel. 

3.—That the old marks be removed as 
soon as the buoys and new marks are in 
place, the usual intimation being given. 

4.—That the signals showing the depth 
of water on the bar, be altered to indicate 
the depth in the new Channel, and that 
the siynals show the exact depth without 
any allowed reduction. 

5.—That, if possible, the marks be light 
ed, to assist navigation at night. 

Dated at Woosung, March 3rd, 1871. 

H. Koen, First Lieutenant of 

H. D. M. Frigate, Tordenskjold. 

D. G. Davinsox, 
Commander, H. B. M. S. Hornet. 

Vixcest, 





Lieutenant de vaisseau 


frangais Linois. 
E. P. McCrea, 


Commander, U. 8. S. Monoeacy. 





XATIVE WINE AND TEA SHOP TAX. 


‘The following reply has been addressed 
by the Secretary of the Municipal Council, 
toa letter remonstrating against the Tea 


shop tax. 
Council Room, 
Shanghai, 28th February, 1871. 

In reply, Tam instructed to inform you 
that the Council, in deciding to apply ‘the 
system of licensing to Chinese Houses of 
Entertainment, were influenced by the con- 
sideration that it was desirable as a Police 
measure, as well as a source of revenue, to 
place both mative and foreign Establish- 
ments of this class in the same position. 

I am further instructed to state that the 
Council have no desire to assume powers 
not delegated to them by the Land Re- 

lations and the Rate Payers, or to place 
themselves in an antagonistic position to 
any one section of the community, but it 
seemed to them that Article XXXIV of 
the Bye Laws annexed to the Land Regu- 
lations of 1870 was a sufficient authority 
for carrying out the measure of licensing 
the Houses in question, and for making the 
payment of a fee one of the conditions. 
As, however, they are willing to admit 
that there may be some doubt as to the 
strict interpretation of the article above 
referred to, in respect to charging a fee not 
expressly authorized by a meeting of Rate 
Payers, although none whatever as regards 
the issuing of licenses, they have decided 
to temporarily suspend the collection of 
such fees, and pass the amounts of those 
already levied into the general accounts 
until the sense of the approaching Rate 
Payers’ meeting is taken upon the subject. 
Tam, Sir, Your obedient servant. 

Auex. J. Jouxsros, Secretary. 















Correspondence. 








THE KUNG-PING CORNER, 
To the Editor of the 
Nonr-Cucxa Henan, 

Dean Srx,—I maintain the correctness 
of my explanation as published by you on 
the 15th November last. 

The point simply turns on a verbal_con- 
versation, and if the Municipal Council are 
correct, it would seem necessary for those 
who do not wish to find their boundary 
wallssuddenly levelled before giving written 
permission, to avoid expressing views fa- 
vourable to municipal improvement, ex- 
cept in the most guarded manner. 

Thave given orders for the corner to be 
rounded off, and trust the matter will now 
drop. 

‘Yours truly, 
T. Hassery. 








CHINESE wersus FOREIGN MATHRMATICIANS 


To the Editor of the 
Nonru-Cmixa Henao, 

Daax Siz,—Some time ago Mr. von Gam- 
ach ‘covered a lange space of the columns 
of your paper with what he termed an 
account of ‘a species of mathematical 
revolving storm” that bad “lately risen 
on these coasts.” The origin of this pheno- 
menon was a rule for determining "prime 
numbers, discovered by Mr. Le, native pro- 
fessor of mathematics in the Peking Univer- 

y. Not content, however, with a mero des- 
cription of this “harmless form of typhoon,” 
Mr. von Gumpach gave also a practical illus- 
tration, which was of such a sweeping char- 
acter that not a word has since appeared either 
for or against Mr. Le’s rule. ‘The subject, 

far from being exhausted. Another 
of these storms has been brewing in a different 
quarter ; and in order that it may have full 
play, a'place is now asked for it in your 
coluznns. 

It will perhaps be remembered that Mr. Le 
showed his rule to a few of his Foreign friends, 
asking if anything similar was known among 
Western mathematicians, Having found its 
way into ‘Notes and Queries on China and 

” it was rather severely attacked by 
rent correspondents to that publication. 
First comesan effusion from Mr, vou Gumpach, 
(vo. 3 No. 10) in which he belabours both 
‘Mr. Le and his rule, with a vigour worthy of 
the prowess of a philosopher already more 
than a match for Newt: His criticism is to 
the effect that Mr. uncouth formula” 
is merely an “empirical deduction” obtained 
from “trials with a few low numbers ;” that 
its enunciation is defective ; that he has not 
seized its principle ; that he attaches an undue 
value to it; that he cannot demonstrate it 
cither mathematically or logically, any more 
than can Mr. von Gumpach himself; and. in 
short that the rule is unfit for all ‘practical 


pu 
McGre; 
























ses. 
‘Then follows Mr. r of Amoy 
(vol. 3, No ‘ho shows that the rule as 
enunciated by Mr. von Gumpach is uot strictly 
accurate ; that its approximate accuracy de- 
pends on a well known theorem in elementary 
algebra ; and that it ‘of course possesses no 
special value.” 

Afterwards I. A. J. of Hankow ( 
No. 12) points out that Mr. Le’s 1 
“uncouth ;” that it is 
“«Fermats theorem,” which he thought, till 
reading Mr. von Gumpach’s paper, was known 
to every senior school-boy ; and that the rule 
is therefore merely reproduced from some 
elementary work on algebra, and spoiled in 
the reproducing. 




















Lastly comes Mr. von Gumpach’s “harmless 
form of typhoon” (Y.-C. Herald March Sth 
1870) mentioned above. He begins by going 


over the previous controversy at considerable 
length. It is worthy of notice, however, that 
he very prudently omits to repeat his asser- 
tion that neither he nor Mr. Le can assign 
the reason of the rule, either mathematically 
or logically. He also wisely witholds his 
motives for this omission ; and contents hit 
self with insisting only on the impracticability 
of the rule. Next he gives Mr. McGregor 
his quietus at one blow, and proceeds to at- 
tack R. A. J. of Hankow, whom he unmasks 
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and discloses to the world as Dr. Jamieson. 
‘After a long animadversion, be says he has 
duced Dr. Jamieson’s statements to th 
“proper level,” and tells him, by way of a 
finishing stroke, that his remarks “are per- 
fectly gratuitous.” 

‘Now the question naturally arises which of 
these mathematicians is in the right? Did the 
ingenious Chinese professor derive his rale by 
honest hard brain-work, or was he guilty of 
such meanness and folly as to claim as his 
own what was the work of another? Is his 
rule inaccurate and of no tical utility ; or 
do Mr, von Gumpach and the other savante 
fail to seo the ueo that a native mathematician 
can make of it? In short, how would theso 
criticisms appear from a Chinese point of view ? 

‘The only way to get fnirly at this side of 
the question would be to give Mr. Le a chance 
to defend his professional reputation. Per 
haps it never entored Mr. von Gumpach 
mind that Mr. Le was not a subscriber 
to ‘Notes and Queries” nor to the ‘ North- 
China Herald ;” and evon if he were, he 
would not understand a word of English. 
Hence no doubt he is in blissful ignorance 
that bis rule has met with such an igno- 
minious fate at the hands of Foreign mathema- 
ticians. Hardly would he ever imagine that 
he has been acci:sed of empiricism on the one 
hand and of plagiarism on tho other. It would 
therefore have been but an act of courtesy, to 

‘the least of it, if those who criticised ‘his 
je had sent him a translation of their criti 
cisms, and thus given him a chance to defend 
himself, It is to bo hoped that they will 
take this hint, and do s0 at an early opportu- 
nity. Meanwhile the following facts may be 
of some interest, 

‘Before leaving Shanghai to assume tho duties 
of his Professorship at Peking, Mr. Le spent 
much of his leisure time in trying to discover 
a general and convenient rule for determining 
prime numbers. Fermat's Theorem ” he co 
Sidered not to be depended upon, and ** Wi 
son's Theorem" to be too }-horious. At last 
hho noticed that in the tho table of the ‘expan- 
sions of (141)* whore a successively =0, 1, 2, 
3, &e., viz — ‘ 


1 
ait le 
3 


3. iL 

4. 6. 4.1. 
1.8, 10.10. 5. 1. 
&e., &e., &e. 


whatever value is given toa, the sum of tho 
terms of tho corresponding series must neces- 
sarily be equal to 2¢ Taking away the first 
and last terms (viz: tho two I's) from any 
horizontal lino in this table, the sum of the 
remaining torms=2¢ —2. It is evident from 
tho construction of the table that when a is a 

rime number, it must measure every term in 
ite series except the first and last, and must 
therefore measure their sum or 2°—2, But 
if a be not a primo number it cannot measure 


their gum or 28 2, Hence if ==" be ann. 


teger a is a prime number ; but if it be not an 
integer ais not a prime number. Now if a 
happens to be a large number it would be no 
‘easy task to raise 2 to so many powers by or- 
dinury multiplication. So it is better to use 
logarithms, ad change the formula accord- 


















































ingly. 
yn'the day after he had discovered this 
rule, Mr. Le gave a copy of it, together with 
the ‘above table, to the writer, who has pre- 
served it ever since as a memento of his inter- 
course with a native of such remarkable 
genius. It may be remarked by the way that 
this table has been known in China at least 
singe the Sung dynasty 

From the above facts it is evident that Mr. 
Le claims to be the discoverer of the rule. 
He could no doubt give a masterly demonstra- 
tion of it if asked to do so. His well known 
skill in mathematics, as well as the unusual 
modesty with which’ he is known to regard 
his attainments, place him far above the reach 
of any charge of plagiarism, even though it 
could be satisfactorily shown that his rule 
might have been deduced from ‘Fermat's 
theorem.” His placing it in a logarithmatic 
form seems to show that, having discovered 
the principle, he was so satisfied of the correct- 
noss of the rule that he never took the trouble 
to think whether the ordinary tables of lo- 
garithms extended far enough to be gener- 
ally available. Had he only tried it in that 
form on ‘‘a few low numbers,” he would im- 








‘mediately have altered it to his first form of 
2. Again, were it possible forhim to have 
A i 

deduced it from “Fermat’s theorem,” as 
RAJ. aGinms, isit likely he would try to 


Bilm it off as his own discovery to an eminent 
‘oreign mathematician like Mr. von Gum- 
by 





‘As Mir. McGregor’s statement that 
tho rule as enunciated by ‘Mr yon Gumpach 
is not strictly accurate, it is hardly necessary 
to say that he must’ first show an instance 
of its inaccuracy before he can establish his 
point. The only exception be gives is the 
umber 49, which isnot’ prime uumber. Now 
2257 sive a remainder of 28, and henco the 
rale shows accurately that 49 is not a prime 
umber. Itis trae that he only quotes from Mr. 
Ton Guiapach’s table in *“ Notes and Queries 
(vol. 3, No. 10) ; but then he is responsible it 
Do quotes another's error without detecting it. 

je weak points ja Mr. Von Gumpach's 

mn have now to be noticed, A fow 

ago it occurred to the writer to. show it 
to's native mathematician, Hwa of Woo. 
Mr.’ Hwa first looked atthe table just men: 
joned, and seemed sorely puzzled. At Jast 
the light dawned upon his ‘mind and he said 
“What reason can the Foreign Sien-shen 
give. for taking 3 and 4s bases instead of 2! 
Kaybody ean eee Hat he has been working in 
the dark, Of course there will be exceptions 
tony other number than 2 as base, Even 
if there were none, why use higher numbers 
when 2 answers all 2 Why. waste 
bo much time in building srithout any founda- 
tion? Why make up such a long table of 
mere possibilities that can be of uo imaginablo 
use to anybody? ‘Truly you Foreigners are 
very profound ? 

‘Nx’ Von Gumpach's weakest point, how- 
ever, yet tocome. Ho more than once con- 
Gemns Mr, Le’s role as uscless ; and further 
attempts “to illustrate. its. unfitness for all 

ractical parposes.” Ho takes the number 

Fitfor an example, and applies Mr. Le's ruloas 
enunciated by nmeelf. ‘Hirst he males 21" = 
204236 and finds these powers of 2 to be 
umbers, of 19 and 17 places of figures respec- 
tively... Theso numbers, less two, are respoc- 
tively divided by 61 and 86, giving numbers of 
17 snd 16 places of figures’ Thoso maltplied 
together would give as product a formi 
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looking number of 37 places of figures! _ which 
has to have 2 subtracted from it and the ro- 
mainder divided by 117. According to this 


method, it would require fally half an how's 
hard work, for any one of ordinary quickness 
at figures, to apply tho rule carefully and ac- 
curately to such a low number as 117. No 
wonder then that Mr. Von Gumpach says the 
rule is impossible for numbers above 1000! 

Mr. Hwa's remarks upon the aboro ‘un- 
couth” treatment of Mr. Le’s rule wero very 
amusing. ‘You Foreigners,” said he, “must 
certainly be very fond of making up such long 
and imposing rows of figures. No doubt to 
you they look very learned and grand, but to 
us Chinese they appear very ridicalous. Sure- 
ly the Foreign Sien-shéng who took so much 
unnecessary trouble, must have dono it on 

murpose to make fun of Mr. Le's rule! If you 
foreigners do not know how to use figuros 
better than that of what use is it for you to 
come to China to teach us?” 

Mr. Hira then easily applied the rale to the 
number 117 as follows. Let x=tho final re- 
mainder, and p=the highest convenient mul- 
tiple of 117 that occasion may require. 

‘Then U7 $7 xSt45841 
rem. from 97 
rem. from 214 
‘rem. from 258 
‘rem. from 2U6 
rem. from 217 























. 4 2 

Hence 42 and 117 having necessarily a com- 
mon divisor, 117 cannot be a prime number. 

Tt will be'seen that in working out this ro- 
mainder Mr. Hwa nowhere goes beyond num- 
bers of 4 places of figures. Comparing this 
with Mr. von Gumpach's ‘uncouth ” numbers 
of 16, 17, 19 and 37 places of figures, from 
which after all he does not give us the required 
remainder, itis evident how much unnecessary 
labour is saved. The fault therefore does not 
lig in the impracticability of the rule, but in 
‘Mr. von Gumpach’s not knowing how to use 
it to the best advantage. 

As Mr. Hwa’smethod is of such practical uti- 





lity, it may be well to translatehisgeneral rule, | 





froma recent work of his on prime numbers &c. 

To find out if any number be prime or not : 
—Divide it continually by 2, always subtract- 
ing | before dividing an odd number. Thiefinal 
quotient, will be 1, Thon taking tho last quo- 
tient (viz, 1) call it 21 or 2; and, proceeding 
backwards square this number (viz. 2) once 
for every time of dividing by 2, and multiply 
by 2wherever 1 hasbeen subtracted. IWhen- 
ever the resulting number becomes greater 
than the given number, divide by the given 
number and proceed with the remainder. From 
the final remainder subtract 2. ‘Thon if no- 
thing is, lefe the given number is» prime 
Lenn, Bhar 


‘Mr. Hwa’s demonstration of the rule is very 
interesting, but too long to be insorted here. 
Following his method in the above example, 
QUT should first have beon written 21s0450-¢ 
1414+74148414141 ; and then inverting the 
order and collecting theso numbers as required 
for ane +74 sf) ahonld have followed. 

sy means of this met Mr. original 
rule can be applied to high numbers extending 
to millious without undue labour, Ono ox- 
ample is given in Mr. Hwa’s book, where the 
number 193457 is shown to be a prime 
number, with no great difficulty. 

In using “ Fermat’s theorem” if N. is mad 
to be 2, a modification of this mothod may be 
adopted with equally good results, As far as 
tho writer is aware, it is not to be found in 
mathematical works whero ‘Fermat's! or any 
other theorem for determining prime numbers 
isintroduced. Hence it may prove interesting 
to those of your readers who may havo time 























to give it an investigation. 
Apologising for the longth of these remarks, 
T remain, 
‘Yours truly, 


Shanghai, Feb. 28th, 1871. 








Sporting. 


BOWLS. 

A handicap at bowls has been lately 
layed at the Senior Bowling Alley, for a 
Ehampion Cup, which has been’ prosentod 























to the members. We subj @ scores: 
[canminghara 
jyaite 
Forbes 
Bush 
Iruome 
Fo [btedeaarmn 
IWhootoek 
Clarke 
Voisin 
[Dumareeq 
Tho following are the results of the bowl- 


ing in the first heat. The actual scores 
made are given, exclusive of the oddi 


ne 
136 


m2 
128 


103 
122 


ma 
no: 


592 
496 
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100 


Mt 
108 
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ass 
12 


x70 
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‘White. us | 1s | 136 | 125 | 485 
Gundry ass | 105 | am | 126 | a5 
Blydeoburgh....| 108 | 157°] 120 | 145. | 53¢ 
ao | ase | o7 | nz | 40s 
uo} | 66 | ma | so 
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Cuminghm....] 123 | a8 | a0 | nae | az0 
Damarent 1s | re | rer | aos | soe 
Bisdovburgh.ne| 305 | az | ase | 129 

ui | ast | 05 

ws | ate | 12 

Draws 

att | Taft 
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Bullock ...esee4 M1 | 251 

Tobin .. us | 20 | ase | ase 
Forbet sessed] MD | 95 | m2 | os | aie 
Whitersseseeeee] ¥0r [aso {139 | aco | ase 
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right | tote | 
Ally. | Atiey. | Ailuy, | Total, 
ie 
whit | ast | 100 | ns | no | 
Diydonburgh ..} 394 | tos | a2 | 438 
Frvat Gay 
Right | Lote 
Alley. | Alley. 
allook. aso | aes | ast | se | sor 
Biydenburgh ..] 105 | ist | ror | 9s | ass 

















Bullock therefore won the game and the 
Cup. 








Miscellancous. 








THE LOSS OF THE 8. Ss. DON. 


tho arrival of the Formos particulars 
of the loss of the ill-fated steamer Dow are 
now obtainable, and though they are satis- 
factory in so far'as they account for the dis- 
appearance of the crewand givetheassurance 
that no lives were lost, they tella sad tale of 
the treatment which those on board experi- 
enced at the hands of the piratical natives. 
It appears that the evening the steamer 
was lost the Ockseu group of islands were 
sighted, and though a fog afterwards came 
on the Captain, deeming his course safe to 
clear them, continued without abating 
speed, till about eight o'clock, when the 
steamer ran on the large island, and though 
she did so without any violent shock, ds 
maged herself so that the two forw: 
compartments filled. Very soon after the 
yoices of the natives were heard in the 
darkness, and as there was no armament 
with which to check their boarding, which 
was accepted as a certainty, it was decided 
to abandon the vessel. Boats wore let down 
and the crew divided amongst them, and hav- 
ing secured a few necessary stores, the 
ship was left, 
far from tho wreck, however, before nuni- 
bers of piratical craft bore’ down upon 
them, escape being impossible, as they had 
only oars. There was little to pillage, and 
the natives were obliged to satisfy them- 
selves with the clothing, of which they 
stripped those in the boats, taking away 
also the stores, oars, rowlocks &e., and 
leaving the shipwrecked crew to drift help- 
lessly. There being but one weapon 




















The boats did not got very | 





among the party, resistance was not offered, 
and the plundering rascals got off scot free. 
The boats were a few hours after picked up 
by the Chinese gun-boat “ Volunteer,” 
Captain Farrall, from whom the crews 
received every attention and a passage to 
Foochow. One of the boats, in charge 
of the mate, parted company with the 
other two, but was also seized upon and 
the same treatment bestowed on its crew, 
besides which the boat was taken from 
them, they were landed at Pyramid 
Point, on the mainland, and compelled to 
set out on a journey overland in search of 
assistance. ‘A cup of ter was accorded 
them by « compassionate official, but more 
substantial aid was afterwards inet with 
from an English-speaking native, who sup- 
plied the men with food, and furnished a 
boat with which they made their way to 
Amoy. 
‘The Don is ashore on a sheltered part 
island, and as she went on at high 
water, lies well up at ebb, so that itis 
hoped, with favourable weather, to save 
some portion of her valuable cargo. That 
has not yet been done to any extent, from 
the want of wrecking apparatus, but the 
Cleta has been chartered at Amoy to visit 
her, and furnished with a supply. Mean- 
while further depredation by the natives 
is rendered impossible, from the presence 
of H.B.M. Zebra, with two British and 
one Chinese gunboat, and we hope that 
before these come away a salutary” lesson 
will bo taught the natives. 






































CHINESE STREET LITERATURE. 


It is very difficult to summarise a lec: 
ture such as that on the “ Curiosities of 
Chinese street Literature,” delivered by 
W. H, Medhwst Esq., H.’ B. M. Consul, 

iday night. But we venture the fole 
ing brief summary, expressing at the 
same time hope that the public will have 
an opportimity of perusing it at length, in 
another shape. 

The lecturer commenced by apologising 
for introducing to the notice of an assem= 
bly composed of persons resident in this 
country, any topic connected with China 
and the Chinese ; but threadbare as the 
subject might be considered, he neverthe- 
less ventured to hope that he would be 
able to extract something that would be 
novel and amusing. 

‘The field over which he might travel, in 
search of“ Curiosities of street literature,” 
was so vast that he would merely be able 
to notice some of the more salient points 
of interest observable in the purely Chinese 
street. 

He commenced with shop signs, deserib- 
ing and explaining some of the commonest 
tube scen in our streets. In connect 
with these, he ren 
do not publish names of partners to firms, 
but employ fancy designations or titles ; 
thus leaving large room for the repudia- 
tion and fraud unfortunately so common 
in their business transactions with for- 
cigners. He also elucidated the description 
ho gave of these by remarks upon the sorts 
of business done in the several shops, and 
the customs of the Chinese in connection 
therewith. 

Chinese advertisements were next no- 
ticed, specimens beingshewn of the various 
sorts which embellish our walls Descrip- 
tions of the business done by cach acver- 
tiser were added, with anecdotal illustra 
tions arising out of the lecturer’s expe 
riences. Opportunity was taken to relieve 
guack advertisers from the odium at pre 
































‘sont attaching to them, of indulying in 


obscene and filthy allusions in their adver 
tisoments; and it was shewn how their 
pufls are ‘not a whit worse than those 
placed upon our tables in newspapers, 
every dey. In connection with playbills 
the ‘lecturer noticed the practice of th 
Chinese in choosing names for their bi 

and girls out of the prettiest and most pre 
pitious characters, varying the practice as 








“l how the Chinese | 


against foreigners, by selecting the most 
degrading characters when expressing their 
names in Chinese. 

‘The residence ofa mandarin was then 
described, and the novel fact noted that all 
Yamens are built so as to face the south. A 
mandarin procession next came under obser- 
vation, and with it the customs of the Chi- 
nese in visiting and exchanging presents of 
ceremony. Various specimens of visiting 
cards were exhibited, and a very interest- 
ing aneedote told of an instance of sutteeism 
in China which had occurred in the lec- 
turer's experience. 

The practice of the Chinese in the no- 
menelature of streets followed, and in con- 
neetion therewith the lecturer’ shewed how 
his project of naming the streets of this 
Settlement had entirely failed to suit tho 
peculiar ideas and predilections of the 
Chinese. He also described the peculiar 
form of superscription of letters in vogwo 
amongst the Chinese, shewing how it ap- 
proached very much to the practice in uso 
amongst the Jews in the days of the early 
Christians. He might have brought the 
parallel down to even later times, in Eng- 
land of the olden days. 

Boats and junks next came under obser- 
vation, eliciting the curious fact that vea- 
sels in China have no names given them. 

Houses and their decoration with tho 
written character here followed, and vari 
ous curious customs in connection with 
warding off the evil eye were gone into. 

‘Temples and their inscriptions, tomb- 

stones, posthumous public monuments and 
testimonials were severally noticed, with 
miuch descriptive information of novel 
nature. 
Apparel was shewn to be a subject of 
decoration with the written characters to 
acconsiderable extent, and five specimens 
of children’s eaps were exhibited shewing 
interesting mottoes mounted over the fore= 
j head, ituploratory of Ulessings upon the 
head of the wearer. 

Chinese lanterns closed the list, but tho 
lecturer shewed how he might have extend- 
ed the lecture far beyond its present pro- 
portions, could he have had the time to 
go into'the hundred other instances in 
which the Chinese use their character for 
decorative and useful purposes. 

He enled the lecture with an instance of 
the great revsrence the Chinese have for 
their written cliaracters, and a recommen- 
dation to his hearers to give themselves 
more to sin intelligent observation of the 
people, there being much in their habits 
and eustems worthy of study, 



























BUDDHISM. 


‘The second of Mr. Eitel's course of lec- 
tures on Buddhism was delivered on Wed. 
nesday evening, to asmall Uut evidently ap. 
j preciative auditory. ‘The leoturer commenced 

iy observing that on the Iast occasion he had 
had the honour of addressing the audience, 
jhe had presented Buddhism to them consi 
dered as an historieal event ; and he proposed 
this evening to speak of it as a doctrinal sys- 
tem. In common with all religions, Bud- 
Ghism had undergone many changes. Arising 
from a natural reaction ‘and protest against 
the almormal features of Brahmanism, ‘with- 

it non at its first 

iges in the system view 
nso influenced by the dil 

ruquered at different tines as to tempt 
‘one again to view it historically. When Bud- 
Ahism first arose it was diametrically opposed. 
to Brahmanism, and yet possessed many 
marks of resemblance to “it. ‘The first deve- 
lopment through which the dogma passed was 
| known as the Hinayana system, or the school 
of the ‘small conveyance,” referring to tho 
various means offered by consecutive forms 
of Buddhism to convey” the believer to 
Nirvana. The system of the ‘* small convey- 
ance” was marked by simplicity of doctrine 
and worship. ‘This was replaced by the 
Mahoyana, or school of the great convey 
| ance,” characterised by an excess of trans- 
| ceudental speculation which was substituted 
for the practical morality. ‘The first of these 
systems produced the men who for their faith 
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in Buddhism went through great difficulties 
in order to preach their religion : the second 
produced men sho shut themselves up in 
cloister life to muse, and brood, and dream, 
Hike Tennyson's lotos-eaters. An attempt 
was made to find the golden mean between 
these two systems, by the establishment of 
the Madhyimayana school, or school of the 
“ medium conveyance,” but like all compro- 
mises it gained little influence. A new sys- 
tem arose, more powerful and fascinating than 
any of the precoting, and called the ‘Tantra 
school, which extracted all that was con- 
genial from the the Mahayana, and produced 
Anew system of practical philosophic mys- 
ticism, soreery, and witeheraft, overlay- 
laying the Buddhist ritual with fantastic cere- 
monies and mystic liturgies. It was this 
school that turned out the priests who exercise 
to this day so large an influence over the lower 
classes in the whole of Eastern Asia. At the 
same time the traces of the Mahayana and the 
ancient Hinayana school are yet to be found, 
but all three run into and commingle with one 
another in almost every country, A complete 
history of the growth of the various sects would 
be too complicated for a popular lecture, and 
it would be therefore more suitable to give a 
general view of the fundamental doctrines com- 
mon to all Buddhists. In the first place it was 
very difficult to present the Buddhist dogma 
in an intelligible and scientific form, because 
of the symbolical language in which Asiatics 
Slothe iaked truth. For instance, in Bud. 
every universe was 
pheres from a lotos 
flower which has arisen from the chaos of 
waters. European expositors had treated this 
gross representation of a speculative truth as 
& pleve of absurdity, fancying that Buddhists 
believed every universe to sprout out of an 
actual lotos-flower of gigantic dimensions. But 
the whole thing is symbolical, and amounts to 
this: that as a lotos-flower growing from a 
hidden germ beneath the water, rises up slow. 
ly, mysteriously, suddenly appears above the 
irface and unfolds its bud, leaves, and pistils, 
in marvellous richness of colour and chastest 
beauty of form ; thus also, in the system of 
worlds, each single universe grows out of a 
mysterious germ, emerges out of chaos, unfolds 
itself gradually, ‘one kingdom of nature sue- 
ceeding the other, and all forming a compact 
whole.” So far from being nonsense, such an 
idea might be taken for an utterance of Darwin 
himself Many other ideas were similarly 
lassed as childish and belonging to a bygone 
tome with justice, but others unjustly. 
Buddhist scriptures, unlike our Bible, 
lave not been preserved in their original in 
rity, every editor interpolating the favourite 
Hens of his time. ‘The strong point of the 
Buddhistic fortress lies in its morality, which 
equal to the non-christian morality 
vilised world. ‘Therefore it is not ci 
but Christianity alone that has a chance 
ith Buddhism, The lecturer then proceeded to 
cousiderthe fundamental doctrines of Buddhism. 
Bralmanisin taught that the world was without 
Deginning and without end, but Buddhism 
laid down a law of constant evolution and 
destruction of worlds. ‘This only—the rota- 
tion and change—was eternal, according to 
the later system. Buddha could not explain, 
nor does Buddhisin pretend to explain, how 
the first universe came into being; all the 
succeeding ones were evolved each from the 
ruins of ity predecessor. Out of the chaos 
produced by the former universe rises a cloud 
which sends down fructifying rains, where- 
upon numberless buds of worlds sprout_up 
ike lotos-flowers floating on the waters. The 
earth is then formed, sentient beings arise, 
and difference of sex results from the coarse 
food of which they partake. In each succes- 
sive world the structure of the earth is the 
same, having the same continents of the same 
size, the same mountains, rivers, and even 
cities, ‘The Buddhist heavens and hells were 
very different from the Christian ideas of those 
localities. ‘The abode of their devil was not 
in hell, but in the air, Neither the pains of 
hell nor the joys of heaven are endless. Every- 
where there is death, and unless the desire of 
existence be overcome, death is always follow- 
cd by re-birth in some form. of sentient ex 
tence. In this we have the doctrine of trans- 
mi ; which, however, is uot a doctrine 
uddhism, but'was taught long before by 
Brabmanism, and may be traced back to the 
oldest code book of Asiatic nations, the Veda. 
‘The pantheistic dogma of metempsychosis as 
taught by Brahmanism was sketched by the 



























































lecturer, who then proceeded to show how 
Buddha adapted it to his atheistic system. 
He first stripped it of its metaphysical garb. 
In vain you search Buddhistic literature for a 
notion of the individual soul’s origin. The 
dogma received from Buddha an exclusively 
moral basis. Instead of being the result of a 
natural tendency, transmigration was with 
him a moral process, guided by, the will and 
ruled by the actions of each individual soul. 
But the rewards or punishments of re-birth 
were not eternal. ‘Transmigration and its 
bitterest sting, hell, “is but chastisement, 
not aimless punishment ; is but intended to 
purify, to wean the soul from its cleaving to 
existence, to expiate the sinful guilty being, 
not to extinguish it.” This doctrine of con- 
tinual re-birth was a mighty weapon in the 
hands of Buddhist preachers, for though the 
idea was rather attractive to Western peoples 
to whom life was a blessing, it was frightful 
to Asiatics, who counted death, if that 











would bring rest, as the greatest possi- 
ble good. In fact the doctrine was to them 
exactly what hell and damnation were to 


Christian peoples. The ultimate rest of the 
Buddhist was Nirvana, to be attained only by 
morality. The Buddhist morality was based 
upon the example of Buddha's life, which was 
characterised first by self-forgetting, self-sacri- 
ficing charity, and in his last birth by abso- 
lute renunciation of self and selfish desire, 
including the desire of existence. ‘Thus the 
virtue of Buddhist. morality was essentially 
negative, and breathed a spirit of melancholy 
despair. The Buddhist system of monasticism 
did great good, and was admirably adapted 
for the work which it had to do. On the 
other hand every system of monasticism was 
morally bad, and led to cramping the in- 
tellect. The latter had certainly been its 
effect in this case. But the best test of an 
system of morality was the position which it 
assigned to woman. Buddhism left woman 
where it had found her 2,000 years ago. There 
vas no hope of salvation for women unless 
they were re-bom as men. ‘This idea of re 
birth led to the last and most important de- 
fect of Buddhist morality. It converted mo- 
rality into a vast profit and loss account. ‘Thus 
ik happened that this, grand moral system of 
Baddibiam, starting ‘with the idea of the en- 
tire renunciation of self, ended in that down- 
right selfishness which abhors crime because 
itis a personal injury. Morality, however, 
was not in itself sufficient to break through 
transmigration. Its objectwas to extinguish the 
desire of existence, while philosophy was neces- 
sary to extinguish existence itself.” But in no- 
thing did Buddhists differ so much as in their 
systems of philosophy. All started from a few 
common propositions, forming the same circle 
which was observed before in the system of 
the universe, in the forms of transmigration, 
and in the moral order of the world. It would 
be seen therefore how fitly Buddhisin adopted 
the emblem of a wheel to typify the leading 
characteristics of its faith. ‘The system was 
indeed one of “wheels within wheels.” There 
was much difference of opinion as to whether 
the Nirvana of tne Buddhists meant absolute 
annihilation or not, but it should be con- 
sidered that there were as many sects 
of Buddhists as of Christians and it was 
practically impossible to determine what 
Shakyamuni Buddha himself taught on 
the subject. He probably left the question 
open ; but the oldest writings on the subject 
implied a personal existence in Nirvana, while 
the ancient and modern schools had always 
had a leaning to define Nirvana as a state of 
absolute annihilation. Modern schools how- 
ever often dissolved this, like other propos 
tions, into a thesis and its antithesis, and de- 
nied both. Thus they said Nirvana was not 
annihilation, but they also denied its ve 
‘objective reality. The soul enjoys in Nirvana 
neither existence nor nonexistence, 
neither eternal nor non-eternal, neither auni- 
hilated nor non-annihilated. ‘Nirvana was 
altogether an abstract, according to them, 
devoid alike of all positive and negative 
qualities. What was to be said of such so- 
phistry? It was but natural that a religion 
which’ started with moral and intellectual 
bankruptey should end in moral and intellec~ 
tual suicide. But it was sad to see a religion 
containing so many true ideas produce results 
so barren and so deadly. Bunsen was right 
* is estimate free ine this purposes 
religion. Buddhism, he said, may 
ed.asa sort of repose of humanity after its 






































deliverance from the heavy yoke of Brabman- 





ism, and the wild orgies of nature-worship. 
But this repose is that of a weary wanderer, 
who is withheld from the prosecution of God’s 
work on this earth by his utter despair of the 
triumph of justice and truth in actual life. In 
the plan of the world’s order it seems even now 
producing the effect of a mild dose of opium 
on the raving or despairing tribes of weary- 
hearted Asia. “The sleep lasts long, but it is 
agentle one, and who knows how near may 
be the dawn of the resurrection morning ?— 
Daily Press. 


Kaw Reports. 
MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, 8th Feb., 1871. 
Before Cues, Sub-Prefect, and 
Anriur Davenport Esq., H. B. Mf. Vice- 
Consul, Assessor. 
Cuarmay Kise & Co. v. Tock-sixo, 

This case has been soveral times up for 
hearing in and since November last, anda 
considerable amount of proof on the issues 
had been taken, but that of the Foreign As- 
sessor was unfortunately lost by the burning 
of the Consulate, ‘The pleadings came to an 
end this morning. 

‘The plaintiffs are managers of the Hong- 
kew Wharf Company, who claim to, be paid 
the alleged defaleations of Singkee, recently 
compradore at the Wharf, amounting, less ono 
month's accounts of Tis. 1,333.84, to 1 
3,775.76, or a nettclaim of Tls, 2,441.92, ‘The 
defendant is Tucl security for the com- 
pradore, who admits his security chop but on 
various grounds defends the claim. An amount 
of Tis. 2,949.85, defaleations from difference of 
coal taken charge of by the compradore and 
not accounted for, is denied by both him and 
the defendant in this action ; by the latter be- 
cause, as he asserted, the compradore wished, 
when’ entering on his trust, in Jan. 1870, to 
have the coal in the yard weighed which was 
fused him, therefore rendering him irresp 
sible from ignorance of the exact quantities. 
Sams in default amounting to Ts. $44.71 aro 
admitted bythe compradore, but the defeudant 
claims that as no notice was given to him at the 
time the deficiency was discovered he was vir- 
tually released from his security bond. To-day, 
the case occupied the attention of the Court all 
the afternoon, and was not concluded’ till near 
seven o'clock ?.x. The Plaintiffs 
deficiencies and handed in an admission ji 
writing, signed by the compradore, as to. the 
cmberslementof one lot of 20 tons coal; also a 
letter from Tuckesing agresing to asttle the 
claim, and a payment of Ts. 1,000 by Tuck-sing 
‘on account was also shewn to have been made, 

‘The compradore on being examined said 
that the coals had not been weighed when he 
entered upon his duties. ‘That Mr. Mayne 
the manager had said there was no use in 

ighing them. ‘That as to the admission, it, was 
obtained from him by threats, and that he did 
not steal the coals. That he was made to 
sign the admission in the presence of Mr. 
Stripling of the Police Force. 

Tucxsixe said that the payment of Tis. 
1,000 by him was made under the impres- 
sion, during the absence of the compradore, 
that the claim was correct, but that on re- 
ceiving particulars from’ the  compradore 
afterwards, he learnt that, there was nothing 
really due to the Plaintiffs. He then immedi- 
ately applied to the Plaintiffs for a return of 
the Tis, 1,000—as money paid by mistake, 
He would not admit having sent the letter 
put in by the Plaintiffs, 

‘The Plaintiffs then read letters which they 
stated they had forwarded to the defendant 
‘Tucksing, giving him notice of the alleged de- 
falcations. : 

‘Mr. Cowre, who appeared fo:‘Tucksing, then 

ied on the whole case, He eaid for the 
sake of greater clearness he would separate 
the items forming the claim under three heads : 
—Ist, those relating to coal, amounting to Ts. 
2,949.85. 2nd, the iron item, amounting ‘to 
Tis. 201.60, and 3rd the miscellaneous itenis, 
Tis. 743.11. Regarding the iron and mis: 
cellaneous items, he was prepared to admit 
liability on behalf of his client, subject to the 
plea of want of notice and release, He con- 
tended that as the plaintiffe had not given 
notice at once the irregularities were discover- 
ed, and had allowed time to the compradore to 
settle, Tucksing was released from the obliga- 
tions which otherwise would have devolved 
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upon him. ‘This view too was ouly reasona- 
dle, inasmuch as Tucksing would have then 
deen able to have protected himself against 
further loss. In support he quoted the case 
of Wodehouse v, Farebrother, Uhitty on Con- 
tracts, p. 474. Then as to the coal items, 
the Blaintiffs may have proved the deti- 
ciencies to exist, but certainly no proof 
of their having arisen through theft or 
negligent conduct on the part of the com- 
pradore, The Plaintiffs seemed to rest the 
whole of this part of their case on an 
admission made by the compradore as to some 
50 tons of coal, ‘Such an aduission was of 
course of no weight whatever, when the facts 
couneeted with it were considered. Mr. Cowie, 
referring tohis notes ot Singkee’s evidence, 
said the compradore had stated that I sigaed 
under threats. Iwas told [ must sign. I 
was told if I did not sign I would be taken 
to the Police Station.” What did Mr. 
Stripling say on the subject?—“'Mr, Mayne 
was very augry and said he thought of giv- 
ing him into custody; he admitted it; he then 
signed the paper.” Now, what further evi- 
dence than this need, be adduced to support 
the plea of duress? Mr. Cowie then referred 























to Russell on Crimes vol. rir p. 367-431, 
Roscoe's Nisi Prius Evidence p. 57, and 
Pitman's Principal and Surety p. 229. Under 
‘these circumstances the admission, he sub- 


mitted, could not be received, especially as 
against Tucksing, the surety. Mr. Cowie then 
drew attention to the coal deficiencies gene- 
rally, and said the compradore had asserted 
when he took charge the coal on the premises 
had not been weighed. ‘This had not been 
desired by the Plaintiffs, “And what was also 
very important, the compradore had never in 
auy manner seknowledged having reeeived 
the quantity of coal stored there. "The books 
of the Company had been produced, and truly 
recorded no doubt the arrival in’ store and 
Alivery ofthe coal, but this evidence didnot 
affect the compradore, because all the coal had. 
boon received in store before and had not been 
checked when he took charge. Referring 
again to bis notes of the evidence, Mr. Cow 
continued that Mr. Mayne had stated 
coal was not weighed when Singkee (the 
‘compradore) took charge. When Sung the 
former compradore took charge only a por- 
tion of the coal was weighed.” The witness 
Lob-ney-dong, head godownman had stated-— 
“T do notknow how the coal came ashore. I 
id not know about the robbery of the coal.” 
Singkeo, the compradore, stated “when I 
took charge no. ecount was, taken “of the 
quantity of the coal. Mr: Mayne said he did 
not with to weigh the coal. I wished to weigl, 
it but Mr. Mayne said it was no use doing so.” 
Several godown coolies werecalled, and thoy 
merely stated that “they did not recollect.” 
He had touched now upon all the material 
evidence and failed to discover how it proved 
the Plaintiffs’ claim. Granting the deficiencies 
existed, was it not most probable that the 
arose from potty pilferings over a long period, 
commencing anterior to the time when the 
compradore’ took charge, and committed 
unknown to him? Bearing in mind too 
that the premises where the coal was 
stored were under the careful superintendence 
of Mr. Mayne, assisted by the Police under 
Mr. Stripling, whose great ability in detecting 
fraud amongst the natives is so well known, is 
it not difficult to believe that the compradore, 
during the short period he was at the Wharf, 
could have abstracted nearly 300 tons coal, un: 
overed? Had the deficiencies arisen, as 
was more likely, from robberies, to which’ the 
compradore was no party, and which were not 
committed through any negligent conduct on 
his part, the surety was not liable. Walker r. 
British Guarantee Assn. 18. Q.B. 277. Ie- 
govaing the payment of ls, 1,000, ns lient 
aud explained how it had been paid by mis- 
take, and it could therefore be recavereil ba 
again ;—Mills r. Guardians of the Aldebury 
ny 3 Exchequer, 590. The det i 
should bo regarded as “bad debt: 







































of the 
Company, and earried over to the Company's 
Profit and Loss account ; to saddle his client 


with them would be most unjust. He sub- 
mitted therefore that the judgment of the 
Court should be that the Plaintifis be required 
toreturn forthwith to ‘Tucksing the sum of 
Tis. 1,000, paid by him to then by mistake, 
and that from the Tls. 1,333.$4 in their pos- 
session, belonging to the compradore, the Plain- 
tiffs should be at liberty to retain the sum of 
‘Tis. $97.91 (iron and miscellaneous items), and 
pay the balance, Ts. 435.93 to the compradore. 

‘The Plaintiff said that with reference to the 








remark Mr. Cowie had made concerning the | 
probable origin of the deficiencies, they might 
state they had watchmen at the Wharf ex- 
pressly to prevent petty pilfering. 


28th February. 
Sudyment of the Sub-Prefect. 

‘Woo-Masing commenced to take charge of 
the coal from the date of his entering’ the 
employ of the Foreign hong. He has acknow- 
ledged to the sale by himof 49 tons of coal, 
for which he is willing to pay Tis. 20S, but 
as the foreigners estimate its value at Tis. 

54, it is but fair to fix the sum at the latter 
rate, ‘The value of the coal ani miscellane- 
ous items ascertained by Cowie to have been 
Jost, amounts in all to Tis, 743.11 ; also Adam. 
son’s iron bars, of the value of Tis. 201.60, 
amounting in all to Tis. 94471, which sum 
Woo-Masing ought to pay in full. 

With regard to Chapman, King and Co.’s 
claim for lost coal and weighing expenses, 
amounting in all to the large sum of Tis, 

,949.85, Woo-Masang stated in his evidence, 
that these goods were received at the Wharf 
hofore he took eharge, and that therefore he 
Acelined to pay for the same, while he also 
objected to pay the weighing’ expenses. As, 
however, there were certain not altogether 
groundless circumstances which suggested the 
hecessity of the weighing, his request can- 
not be acceded to, and he is ordered to hand 
over Tis. 160 to defray the said expenses, 
Chapman, King and Co. and Woo-Masing | 
are hereby ordered to settle the above pay- 
ment of ‘Tis. 04.71, aud the expenses of 
weighing the coal, Tls. 160, at once, and ter- 
minate the case without further delay. 

Reasons of Foreign Assessor for 
‘essenting Co Judgment, 

In this case the plaintiff, being Agents of 
the Hongkew Whart Co., discovered in the 
autumn of 1869, that their then Compradore 
had purloined goods from their gotowns, 
whereupon they’ dismissed him, and, with an 
‘absence of suspicion perhaps more admirable 
than advisable, applied to his security, Keo 
Tucksing, "to provide them with other sr- 
vant, As might be expected, Kwo sent them 
another compradore of the ‘same stamp, who 
shortly followed in the footsteps of his pre- 
decessor. th process of time his conduct came 
under the vigilant eye of Inspector Striplin; 
who discovered “that things were not goi 
“on right at the Wharf,” and communicated 
his suspicions to the plaintitfs, who ther 

ismissed the Compralore, ‘and on com- 

actual contents of the Wharf with | 
‘nin their books, disco 
1 beon abstracted ‘amountin 
to the enormous value of Tis. 3,830.56, 
Subsequently, at their application, the secu- 
rity, Kwo Tucksing, advanced Tis. 1,000 on ac- | 
count of the defalcations, and the plaintiffs also | 
received a letter in English, signed Tucksing 
& Co,, promising to pay the claim, but its gen: 
tuineness has since been disputed by Kwo, on 
the ground that he knew nothing of it and 
did “not recognise the handwnting. 
this the plaintiffs brought an 
Court against the seearity Kaw 
roncous impression, sedulously fostered by 
the Compraiore, that the security was the | 
person actually responsible that the contents 
of the godown should correspond with the 
quantities shown by the books of the Wharf. 

In support of this position, however, the | 
only evidence the plaintiffs were able to bring 
Forward was a security chop by Kwvo, promis: | 
ing to make good any deticiencies in goods or | 
money handed over to or taken charge of by | 
the Compradore. Now the Compradore, when 
taking charge of the godowns, for sufficiently 
Ws reasons requested the plaintitfs to | 
weigh the coal, stating that he naturally want- | 
ed to know the exact quantity for which he | 
‘was responsible. ‘This the plaintiffs, with un- | 
fortunate trustfulness, declined to do ; aud the | 
Compradore thus found himself in charge of 
a large quantity of coal for which he had 
pointedly declined to accept any responsibility. | 
Now it is obvious that the liabilities of a 
guarantor are not wider in their uature than | 
Those of the person guaranteed ; and as accord. | 
ing to the eustom of this port a compradore is 
not held responsible for goods taken into go- | 
downs before hie took charge, in eases where | 
his employers refuse to ascertain for him their | 
exact weights or quantities, it uaturally | 
follows that his guarantor is equally free from | 
liability. I 
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‘The subsequent weighing of the coal was 
rendered necessary by the felonious conduct 
of the Compradore, who was proved to have 
made away with 49 tons of coal anda quantity 
of iron ; and it is but reasonable that he should 
be liable for the expenses so incurred by the 
plaintiffs, who were naturally anxious to dis- 
cover the extent of his defaleations. Neither 
gan the security Kwo be considered free from 
liability in this matter, taking into considera- 
tion his recklessness in providing a man to 
take charge of godowns unable either to read 
or write, which is only equalled by that of 
the plaintiffs in retaining such a person in their 
service. It is true that Kwo endeavoured 
to exculpate himself, by stating that his part- 
ner, 9 man of reat mercantile ability, was 
wholly uneducated, while he, Kwo, himself, 
an Expectant Intendaut of Circuit and a Titu- 
lar Salt Commissioner, was but moderately 
gifted with the said accomplishments, yet he 
was forced to confess that it was impossible 
for any man to carry in his memory an exact 
bapa of the contents of a large wharf or 
lown, 

The decision of the Sub-Prefect, that the Com- 
pradore, Woo-Masang, should pay the amount 
awarded, instead of the security, Kio Tucksing, 
against whom the action is brought, is in ace 
cordance with Chinese law as Taid down by 
the highest authorities, viz: ‘that in cases 
of reclamation against & suroty, on his bond 
posraatering indemnity, the client shall always 

pressed in the first instance for the sum 
guaranteed, and the surety shall only be called 
upon to make good the terms of the bond, in 
cas.s where the cliont is dead or is proved to 
be without property or assets. 

With regard to the objection of the legal 
adviser of the defendant, that the written ad- 
mmission of the compradore was not receivable 
in evidence, owing to its having been made un- 
der the threat of removal to thie police station: 
although, as ho justly obsceved, ‘there is no 
difference as to the rules of evidence between 
civil and criminal cases," yet there is a very 
considerable difference between confessions of 
prisoners and admissions in civil cases, and for 
various reasons this class of evidence is often 
rejected at criminal trials where in_ civil 
actions it would have been received. More- 
over, confessions are taken in evidence or re- 
jected as inadmissible solely under a considera. 
tion whether they are or are not entitled to 
credit. If the party has made his own calcu. 
lation of the advantages to be st from 
confessing, and thereupon has confessed the 
crime, there is no primd Juucie reason why it 
should not be alinitted. “In order to exelude 
it, the motive of hope or fear must be directly 
applied by a third person, and must be sutli- 
cient, in the judgment of the Court, so far to 
overcome the mind of the prisoner as to render 
the confession unworthy of credit ; the iden 
being that many simple-minded ‘people in 

ad entertain’ sich a, dread. of the un- 
known terrors of the law, that they snppose 
that it would be more advantageous for them 
to confess themselves guilty of crimes they 
have not committed. ‘There is uo analogy, 
however, between threatened prosecutions in 
England and in the native Court in this Set- 
tlement, where the administration of justice 
is tempered with such a wholesale allowance 
of merey that not only do innocent persons 
entertain no fear, but even the guilty, judging 
from their frequent appearance, fail to be 
rightly affected by its overawing intluences, 
Moreover, on at least one previous ovcasion, 
the Compradore had a full opportunity of 
making himself practically acquainted with 
the working of the trib 

With regard to the objection that the evi- 
dence respecting the previous character of the 
defendant was not receivable, the rule is that 
all facts and eirenmstances are admissible in 

lence which are in their nature eapable of 
affording a reasonable presunption or inference 
as to the facts in pute, and this being a 
case Where the 4 saral conduct of tho Compra- 
dore is put in issue by the very nature of the 
proceedings themselves, it is quite competent 
Tor the Court to enquire into the 

Astothe quotations heated ¥ 
tish Guarantee 13 Q. B. 
iuardians of the Aldebury Cnion, 3 Exche- 
quer 590 ete., ete., L may observe, in the first 
place, that extravts are excecingly unreliable, 
as they oiten give an entirely ialse view of 
the nicaning of the authorities from whom 
they are selected. Moreover, the Court pos 
sesses no English law library, aud it is utterly 

possible to frm a just opiuion of quotations 
auy ease without having access to the books 
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‘or. reports from which they arc’ taken; having carefully compared their accounts, a] Gibb, Livingston and Co. 
fndeed'it is often difmeult oven vo comprehend balance is shewn in favor of tho former amount. | Gilman and Co, a 1 oy 
their meaning ; for instance, no ordinary : ing to Tis. 403.60, which, with the above men- | Glover, Dow and Co. O56 
amount of common eense unaided by alegal , tioned Tis. 100, compute to the sum of Tis. | Foard’ Augustine, ai Fs 
education will enable one to comprehend | 503.60. ‘This sum Chang-sub-ho must pay in | Aeipling and Co’. 36 
how a person may be adjudged to have , full within theperiodof two months, whereupon | BS. ISecthors. 132 
made a parole agreement, when he has neither the iron must be given up. Should Chang- | Hogg, Brothers 556 
‘uttered a word, written a line, or made any. sub-ho disobey this ‘Jecree he will without fai | Jardine, Matheson and Co. 815 
motion of assent with his body in reference to be imprisoned ‘and pressed for payment. Jarvie, John, and Co. 1,574 
the subject matter. Again, the laws of Eng- | Laurence & Buckley..... 23 
Jand are a collection of rules for the guidance Meynard and Co. 40 
of the conduct of persons living in a state of | Clippings Milsom and Tod, 1,042 
civilization, differimg entirely from that of | LIppings. Nachtrieb, A., and Co, 613 
China, not only in degree but also in kind, | = Olyphant & Go. iH 
and consequently it is quite unavoidable that | Seta pe searteaaty = 
the highly elaborated rules of mercantile law * at] Barocas 

pene emer should. occasionally conflict, Cems of Womanhood ; or, Sketches of Dis- | Pila and Co, 158 
‘with the primitive mercantile customs in the | tinguished Women in various Ages and Na- Pustau, Wm. and Co. 71 
Tatter country. Now the Mixed Court is fious. By Samuel Mossman. Edinburgh : | Reid and Co. 85 
essentially a Chinese tribunal, and the only | Gall and Inglis.—This pleasing series of | Reiss and Co. . 88 
possible spplication of the term “Mixed” | sketches of female life and character is an | J. 8. Robison, .. 104 
must be with reference to the character of its | appropriate New-year’s offering for those | D. Ringer 6 
procedure and decisions. It deals with cases | young Indies who ‘are not so emulous of | Russell and Co. 1g74 
according to Chinese usage ; and where such | forming themselves on the model of the | Remé, Win. and Co. » 895 
‘sage happens to clash with English law, it is | © yin) of the period” as of profiting by. the | Sassoon, David, Sons aud G 00 
ob aitie svall fe te, foreign plaintif! to shew ' cxample of the distinguished women of the | Sassoon E. D. and Co. 33 
that his conduct is in rigid conformity with * | past, In the twenty-three brief memoirs | Scheibler, Matthaei and Co, BL 
continuous etenin of desinions by, Exgink| which compose the present volume, Me. | Shaw, Brothers and Co. . 710 
ore the Court unhesitatingly requires British | Mossman has wisely allowed himself the | Siemssen and Co. 623 
subjects to adhere to local usage, it follows by | Widest range, both of time and nationality, | Ske 1,620 
parity of reasoning that, as loug as such British | and consequently given his fair students Smith, Archer & Co. 245 
Fubjects act in conformity thereto, it will be | the opportunity of contrasting the portraits | Textor and Co. «4+... vase 925, 
equally useless for Chinese defendants, through | of some of the most dissimilar female, cha- | Thorne, Brothers and Co, 302 
their counsel, to endeavour to overthrow the | racters that have become historical. Thus emery and Co, 79 





tions of their antagonists by attempt- 
ing to prove that their acts are contrary 
tothe letter of judge.made law in Englan 
‘Again, there is no reasonable ground for | 
supposing that H. M.'s Government ever 
contemplated the incongruity of requirin, 
British subjects to adhere to the letter o' 
the English mercantile law in opposition 
to the prevailing local mereantile custom. On 
the contrary, many years ago, the law officers 
of the Crown laid down that there was “ 


| we find the present series including Joan 
of Arc and Lady Rachel Russell ; Elizabeth 
of Siberia and Madame de Stacl; Mrs. 
Fry and Flora Macdonald ; Madame Re- 
camier and Grace Darling. The author's 
style is unaffected, his descriptions graphic 
and earnest, and’ his graceful volume is 
likely to become a prime favourite 
those to whom it is presented.—L. & C. 
Express. 
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law of real property in this country +" whilethe | 4 yublic enterprise has been set on foot at | Date} bo ao 5 
hina and Sapa der in Council Singapore likely te bo epocdily nooomplishod 7 ee Peres of Mla 
‘that the [British] jurisdiction in Chin: por gen yee ; lam 








‘bo exercised upon the principles 
law, as far as circumstances admit 
ing thereby that circumstances might arise in 
which even the principles of English law 
would not apply. . 

‘The Mixed Court dealing with the cases 
Drought beforeit chiedy by the light of nature, 
irrespective of any rule or precedent, I have 
endeavoured to show that itis utterly uscless 
for British plaintiffs, or Chinese defendants 
through their counsel, to cite any analogous 
cases decided in English Law Courts) in 

i ions. Nevertheless 

after all, the law ‘consists not in pa 
ticular instances or precedents, but in the rea- 
law, for Teason is ‘the life of the 
is still open to them to apply to the 
particular predicaments of facts before the 
Court the doctrines and maxims contained in 
the writings of the great occidental philoso- 

hers and jurisprudents, such as Montesquieu 

ntham, Pothier, Story and others, these 
doctrines being of $0 universal a character as 
to apply alike to all times and nations. 


English 


























January 16th, 1871. 


Hoxeoxone & Snancuar Bask r. Hoo-tan-sax. 

Judgment.—This isa claim brought by the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank Corporation, 
against Ifoo-han-san, for a sum of money ai 
anced on toa hypothecated by him asthe i 
termediary of Fang-keen-foo.  Hoo-san being 
unable at present to repay the amount horrow- 
ed, the Bank must sell the tea to other 
patties. Should the price realized not cover 
‘the amount of the loan, Hoo-san is ordered to 
make up the deficiency. Hoo-san is hereby 
instructed to communicate the above decree to 
the Teaman Fang-keen-foo, that he may res- 
pectfully conform to the same. 











February Ist, 1871. 
Hanrer rv. CitaNe-stu-no. 

Judgment. —The Court finds that Harper's 
claim for Tls. 100 for money lent to and now 
acknowledged by Chang-suli-ho, is so connect- 
ed with his claim for ‘Tis. 467 for money ad- 
‘vanced on certain iron, that they may be dealt 
with as oue case. Harper and Chang-suh-ho 





turday Feb. 11, a meeting was held at Messrs. 
Boustead & Co.'s office, at which the Pros- 
pectus of the Si Iway Company 
was distributed. The Capital of this Com- 
pany is to consist of $100,000, in 1,000 shares 
of $100 cach, with power to increase. The 
roect isto connect the Town with Tanjo 
Pagar Dock and Wharves, by a line of ra 
way along the shore. ‘The Company was 
formed at once, and 925 out of the 1,000 
shares taken up at the mecting,—so there is 
every prospect that the work will be proceed- 
ed with without delay. That such a line 
would yield a large proiit is byond question ; 
the cost of cartage alone on ‘the goods now 
Drought from Tanjong Pagar to town amounts 
to $20,000 per annum, while the estimated 
cost of working and maintaining the railway is 
only half that sum, leaving $10,000 per annum 
for dividend as the traffic now is,—while the 
facilities offered for the carriage of goods and 
for the conveyance of passengers would with- 
out doubt largely increase the traffic and the 
income of the Company, without greatly in- 
creasing the working expenses.—Straits 7 





























From Ist June to 4th March, 1871. 
Adamson, Bell and Co, 
HL Balfour . 
harnet and Co, 
Beazley Paget & 
Bisley, Worthington a 
Birt & Co. 
Bland, J. 
Bornttaeger and Co. 
Bourjau, Hubener and Co. 
Bovet, Brothers and Co. 
Bower, Hanbury and Co. 
Brand, Monro and Co. 
Bull, Purdon and Co. 
Buttertield & Swi 
Chapman, Kin 
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Suanowat, Sra Marcy, 1871. 
IMPORTS—SURDRIES, 


Tho English mail of the 13th January ar- 
rived on the 2nd March, two days before 
table time, The French’ mail arrived this 
afternoon, and the American mail, which may 
bring New York dates to 24th January, is due 
to-morrow, Wire news has been received to 
15th February last. The judgment in 
the Lismore case, given in the Ist March 
number, has stirred up the bile of the 
Chinese’ plaintiffs, who, failing to get a libel- 
ous article inserted in the Chinese News- 
paper, posted placards reviling the Court 
‘and this office. ‘The Appin and Manchu, the 
first steamers for the North, left on the Ist 
‘March, and have been followed by the Yuen- 
teufei, Scechuen and Sunshine. Before our next 
issue ie hope to be in possession of the open- 
ing of the Tientsin market. The P. & O. 
Company have advertised reduced rates of 

assage money. ‘They reduco the first charge, 
mot supply wines. To the very tem- 
this will effect a considerable saving, 
‘hist those who live more generously will pos. 
aibly be a few pounds also to the good. The 
Shanghai Steam Navigation Company held 
‘their annual meeting on the 4th. ‘The report 
and accounts were passed, and also a proposal to 
iaauo a serip equal to 20% of the stock, charge- 
able on the Insurance and Depreciation Fund, 
‘and bearing an interest to be fixed at the get 
ral mecting. Should the Deprociation Fund be- 
come exhausted the Scrip would be valueless. 
‘TPhoSerip, Tls.20, is quoted to day Tis. 19 sellers. 
‘The accounts aro vory creditably compiled, and 
auatomised show very considerable net pro- 
fits ; some bring the figures out tos. 917,000, 
‘others to Ts, $50,000 or thereabouts. The gross 
earnings aronotgiven, nor the separate charges, 
commissions, working expenses etc. etc. ‘This 
time last year 8} Grey Shirtings were quoted 
Tis, 2.25 and Mex. dollars 74.05. 

‘The arrivala other than coasters and river 
coratt consist in—on the Ist, the Sarpedon str. 
from Singapore ; 5th, Scatoller, London ; 6th, 
Mary Eley, Newcastle ¥.s.w., and Golden 
‘State, New York. The departures confined 
to coasters and river boats with the exception 
of, on the Sth, the Afaria Rickmers, for Singa- 


ore. 
PoWeather variable, thermometer at noon 
having been, on some days about 40, on others 
nearly 0, 

‘PIECE GOODS.—As_yet the piece goods 
market can bardly be said to have fairly open- 
ed, although some large sales of Grey Shirtings 
have taken place since last mail left, the 
fling rates for 8h. far ordinary chops be- 
ing Tis. 2.06 @ 2.08 por pioce. ‘These p: 
cannot be got to-day, and sellers find it difi- 
cult to go on at even a candareen per piece 
Joss, 7-lbs, have been sold ‘to arrive” at 
Tis 1.76 per pice. 7-1b, T-Cloths cannot eneily 
bs moved at forget quotation, ands large 
gale of M, goods Sb, at Ts. 1.00 per piece 
has establistied a decline in the value of this 
weight, ‘The latter cloth, however, is wanted, 
and this transaction is therefore not likely to 
affect the market for any length of time. 

Dawts.—There has been little or no move- 
mont in the Drill market since our last. 
American Drills are slowly improving in 
value. PMC are now firmly held for ‘Ts. 
8.50 per piece and upwards. 

JEANS, Tle. 2.36 per piece for a parcel of 
best English without suecess. 

'Faxc¥ Corrox Goons shew no change. Small 
sales of the chief articles, such as Chintzes, 
Brocades, Gentian Shirtings, Mottles and 
Velvets are reported at former quotations. 

Wooutexs.—The improvement in Figures, 
Camlets and Spanish Stripesseems permanent, 
and few of these can now be bought at last 
mail’s rates. Sales of inferior to good Crape 
Lustres have been effected at Ts. 3.00 « 3.20 
Ter pie, and Grape Lastings of fair sesort 
ment and quality have found buyers at Tis. 
5.40 a 5.50 per piece. Theenquiry for Lon; 
Ells continues, but the prices offered are sti 
very low, and seldom entertained by holders, 
who look for better rates. 

STRAITS PRODUCE—SUGAR.—Business 
has re-opened with an_active enquiry for Can- 
ton Brown, resulting in an advance of 2 to 
3 mace per ‘Other kinds unaltered. 












































Tinports since 15th Feb. 30,727 White, 30,208 | 


own, 
Exports ~7,840 White, 15,576 Brown. 
Drewoons in small demand. 
Saspatwoon quoted 2 mace higher, 





Prrrsr.—Black—A moderate enquiry, quo- 

tations unaltered. 

‘Tis is sought after, but no salos of impor- 
tance have been effected. 

METALS. —~Lgap.—Since the last reports 
there have been several spurte, when sales 
were effected and an advance of 2 mace per 
pocul established. Common brands are ob- 
tainable a ‘Tis. 4.60. L. B.—Importers ask 
Ts. 4.750 Tis. A small lot is offering 
for immediate delivery a Tls. 4.62 by a native. 
‘The Hankow and Foochow markets are firmer. 

Trox.—During the past week transactions 
have taken place to the extent of 12,000 bun- 
dies Nailrods, at Tis. 2.07 @ 2.15 per pecul 
for fair assortmonts. In other descriptions 
no sales are reported, and holders generally 
continue firm in their demands for higher 
rates. 

COALS.—There is little change during the 
past week. Prices remain firm and we mark 
A slight advasco in Japaos, The Mary £ly 
brings a cargo from Noweastle N.S. W., to 
order. 

‘Spranisn Sratr 
Scarlet .. 
Dark Blue.. 
Orange .. 
Gentin 





































Cazars, C.P. 
Scarlet 
Dark Blue. 
Orang 
Gentian. 















“P pos 4.0.0 to 4.1.6 
» 3.0.0 ,, 3.1.0 





Gentian. 
Green 

Young Green 
Ash 





Purple 
Black 
Sky Blue 
Lavender 
Maave 





375 1, 
» 4.0.0, 4.1.0 


QUOTATIONS, DUTY PAID IN 
SHANGHAI SCYEE. 


‘Tis. 75.15 squat Mex. $100. 


COTTON PIECE Goons: 
G. E. Guay Sumttxos, 










G. EB, Warre Surmtisos. 
‘40 yds, 36 in. 52 reed, 
56 Reed 
60 
6s 


66 to 72 reed 
Americas Darts 
40 yds. 30 in. 13ibs....per piece 
AMERICAN JEANS,— 
30 yds. 30 in. S3Ibs.. 
AMERICAN SHEETINGS, 
40 yds. 40 in. 15tbs, 
Escuisx Dattts,— 
‘14a15ibs. per piece2.3.0 ,, 
E 3.0 


per piece 2.3.5 ,, 2.41 









Doren Derizs.— 
30inch. 40 yds. 

Doren Jeaxs, 
30 inch. 30 sds... 


per piece 2.7.5, 











woper piece 2.3.0 y 2.3.5 






















Haxpwzncntzrs, Bla 
Brown » 
Watre FicvaspSniarivas Ppe. 

Dyed 
Brocapss— 











et 

Daxtasxs, Dyed, 40 yds, 
To arrive «. 

Gexttay SuiErixo! 

Cursrz— 


5.20 y 6.25 
2.4.0 » 2.6.0 

















Assorted .. PpeL26 , 146 
Blue and Brown, 10.5 5, 
Scarlet. » 1405, 1.6.0 

‘Donsex Reps, 24 sds, 17.0 j, 2.2.0 


Do. Beat 
VetrErs— 

Black, 22 in. . 
Blue, 221 


2.25, 2.6.0 









Drurrres, 12 yi 
Moszixs, 12 5% 


Spasren Stairs 

‘TT. THB, 

Mupies Broap ann Hasit 

Crorn.. 

Loxo Euis— 

Senrlet, 24 yd: 
CcPH 

ted, HH 
” GG 

Lastixos, 30 yds, 

Crarn Lasrixos, 90 yd 

Crare Lestass 

Onuzaxs— 
Figured, $0 yd 
Ph 

Inox— 

Nail Rod emall sizes ... 
Fair to good nssortmen! 
Hoop 
Flat and Round. 

‘Tay Phares 

Srreh 

Fusyts 

Wispow Grass 

Perrrn— 
Bluck 


















































Ppl. 9.0.0 ,, 10.0.0 











White... » 14.00 » 
Berex Nor— 

Cochin China ¥pl. 2.5.0 ,, 

Singapore 1.8.0 


sarax Woor— 
3 pieces weighing 1 pel. 
67 
‘Saxpat Woor— 
Best picked. 
South Sea Island 
Malabar 
MaxonovE 
Singapore and Pensug 











Banjermassing 
Ricz— 
Arracan and Rangoon..¥pl 
Sinn, Cargo 
Bengal,com.tomi 
good to fine. 











Chinese 
Japan 
Scoaz— 
Black, Swatow & Amoy 
Formosa 
Brown, Hainan 
‘Formosa & Amoy... 






















‘medium ... 
fine to finest 





SS55s5uss5 


Swatow = 
Cantou, 0. 
Manila. 2.0 5, 

White, common to fai 4 

8. 
0. 
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Coars—Cargo quotations afiont. 
ton. 10.0.0 to 





8.0.0 
10.0.0 

Australian 725 
Southern 7.0.0 





45.0, 
5.0.0, 
none 








OPIUM,—Business has been very quict 
since the departure of the English mail. 1,049 
chests of Malwa and 10 chests of Patna have 
arrived by the Malacca, and 407 chests of 
Malwa by the Formora. We quote Malwa 
‘Tis. 485 a 490; and Patna Ts. 417 « 418 for 
new, and Ths. 470 a 472, 








EXPORTS, 


TEA.—Btack.—There are few buyers in tho 
market, and Teamen have been willing to take 
ices they refused before the native New-year. 
rted settlements amount only to 619 chests 
Hohow at Tie. 154, but three or four other 
chops havo changed hands recently at about 
the same price, and the actual business of the 
week may be estimated at about 1,500 chests. 
Stock 5,000 chests. 


Gneex.—A fair demand has existed, and 
extreme prices have been paid for the better 
classes. The purchases have been chiefly for 
England, there being no vessel on the 
for America, Settlements of all kinds 3,900 
half-chests, " Stock 9,000 half-chests. 


‘The total Export to Great Britain is as 
follows :— 


1870-71. 1869-70. 
Black...61,642,390 Ibs. against 58,811,059 Ibs. 











Green... 7,498,485 ,, y, 10,372,347 ,, 
Total ...69,140,875 ,, 4, 69,183,406 ,, 
To America and Canada :— 
1870-71. 1869-70. 
Black... 618,877 Ibs. against 261,709 ,, 








Green...18,069,745 ,, 5, -—-‘17,522,419 ,, 


Total ...18,688,622 ,, 5, 17,784,128 ,, 








SILK.—Since the departure of the English 
mail on the 2ad instant (with 99 bales of silk 
on board) about 200 bales have found buyers, 
at still higher prices—it being reported that 
the dangerously high price of Tle. 540= 
(27s./11d- per 1b.) has been paid for 40 bales 
“Red Peacock ” Tsatlee, which gives a cost of 
2s. Od. over London value! Karshing T: 

16 have been in request and “Pang ling” 
is said to have been settled at Tis. 530 por 
picul. ‘The buying is not general—intending 
purchasers as a rule being alarmed at the pre- 
sent high range of prices. The unsold Stock 
is about 1,200 bales. 











« Berkeley, Sept. 1869.—Gentlemen, I fecl 
it a duty I owe to you to express my gratitude 
for the great benefit I have derived by taking 
Norton's Camomile Pills.” I applied ts your 
nt, Mr. Bell, Berkeley, for the above-nam- 
ed Pills, for wind in the stomach, from which 
I suffered excruciating pain for a length of 
time, having tried nearly every remedy pre- 
scribed, but without deriving any benefit at 

‘Alter taking two bottles of your valuable 
pills, Twas quite restored to my usual state 
of health, Please give this publicity for the 
benefit of those who may thus be afilicted.—I 
am, Sir, yours truly, Hexry Auupass—To 
the Proprietors of Nonrox’s Casomixe Pris. 


Smy 71 46 
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MOSETARY AND COMMERCIAL, 


SHARE MARKET. 
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1000/72. 2¢0 Teienfal 7.885 wanted 
1 ,000/Trienial $2,500 
P SOOEL SOUS ine [PL 360 canb- 
China & Japan ata} = thuyers, 
ine Ise. Co. 109jXoue. | 270.sellers. 
Gor imited 93, he ne $isotruant: 
Co, Lisa 000] $ 20092 ne $#86frmwant 
eto do, "|! *E00) Stans pe |v #23 prac 
China Fire Insca| tiers 
Oo, Limited ....| £00] 1002 pc. [w $5 pr. sales 
‘Miscellaneous, 
ST. & Lighter Co.TI, 50/71. 850) $ pe. {TL 960 buyers 
*Hongkew Wharf z 
Conn 300) 250, 20 Nomi, 
Soochow Bridge} 100] 1904 PSBS4| 207, 
Shai Racket Club} 320) 120Nove. | © $0 yy 
Recreation Fund..| §: » [$16 on 
Bridge of | Bos 
Singvo) s0032 pe. 





+ An course of formation, 


J. P. BISSET & Co., 
Sharebrokers. 





Maxger Paices on 14a Fesrvary. 


a 
Beef—Native B: Ta 8 per lb, 


chers 





























Do.—Europenn do. 8a 9 do. 
Mutton: do. 16418 do. 
14416 do. 
1$a16 do. 

Do, —Enropean 16218 do. 
Pork — do. 20025 do. 
Fish ss 7a 8 do. 

Do. soiee 1012 do. 

Do. Pomfret 10a... do. 
Samti . N 
Mackerel... .. do. 
Sturgeon 6a 8 
Ningpo Cod None. 
Prawns. 8a10 do. 
Crabs None. 
Pheasants 40 a 50 per brace. 
Grouse None. 
Bares 40 a 50 ench. 
Wild Duck 40 a 50 per couple. 
Bustard None. 
Deer... $150 a 2.00 ench. 
Widgeon 25 @ 30 per couple. 





15 @ 20 per couple. 
50 @ 70 each. 
30 a 40 each. 
$1.00 a... for 8a 12, 








75 a $1.00 ench. 
1.00 a ... for 18.420. 
2.00 a 4.00 per doz. 
Turkeys 6.00 a 8.00 each. 
Geese 40 a 60 each, 
Pigeons 1.00 a... per doz. 
Eggs... 1.00 for 130 @ 170. 








Potatoes—Chusan .,, 1.50 @ 2.00 per picul. 

















Do. —Chefoo 1.6042.00 do. 
Do. —Mncno ””.,, 2.604 8.00 do. 
Do. —Shan; None. 
—SJapai 1.604 2.00 do. 
Bombay 7a 10 per Ib. 
Centon Ba... por lb. 
2a 3 per lb. 
2al0each. 
la... per lb. 
la 2perlb. 
None, 
Ta 8 perlb, 
Coulifowers 26 2 50 onch, 
Cucumbers Rose, 
lo. 





Milk—Native dairies 
Do—Foreign do. 
Fresh Rutter 

Oysters 





16a... do. 
per Ib. 


per picul. 
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BULLION RATES. 


SHANGHAI AND HONGKONG EXCHANGES AND EQUIVALENTS. 
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YOR THE 


HOMEWARD MAILS 


‘|. HE North-China Herald and Supreme 

Court and Consular Gazette published 
weekly, for transmission to England, con 
ains a 

SUMMARY OF NEWS, 

the Chiet Leading Articles, and other papers 
of interest that have appeared during the 
week in the Daily paper, also prices current 
of imports and exports. 

Subscription —Tls. 12 perannum, payable 
in advance. Single copies, 2 mace 5 canda- 
reens each. Credit price ‘Is. 15.00 per 
annum. Orders for single numbers must be 
serompanied by a Compradore order. 
“Apply at the North China Herald Office 
10, Haakow Road. 
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